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Introducing… 
Mahtab Narsimhan
by Karen Krossing
M"#$"%	N"()*+#",	is	a	close	friend	and	
critique	partner,	so	I	already	felt	well-prepared	
to	write	this	profile	of	her	and	her	award-
winning	books.	Lucky	for	me,	my	research	
involved	meeting	for	a	homemade	lunch	in	
Mahtab’s	comfortable	Toronto	home,	where	I	
knew	the	meal	and	conversation	would	be	
scrumptious.	

Mahtab	is	a	self-proclaimed	foodie,	even	
when	it	comes	to	writing.	She	told	me,	“If	any	
author	mentions	a	meal	without	describing	it,	I	
get	annoyed.	I	want	to	be	able	to	picture	what	
the	characters	are	eating.”

So	here	goes.	With	the	sounds	of	kids	
playing	in	the	schoolyard	next	door,	we	loaded	
our	plates	with	za’atar-spiced	chicken,	garam	
masala	potatoes,	savoury	chick	peas,	spicy	daal	
and	wafer-thin	papadums.	Not	to	mention	the	

basmati	rice	and	garlic-butter	naan	as	well	as	
cucumbers,	tomatoes,	and	yogurt	with	onions	
and	cumin	to	sooth	our	palates.	How	would	I	
interview	Mahtab	if	my	mouth	was	always	full?

Reading	Mahtab’s	writing	is	every	bit	as	
delicious	as	the	food	she	prepares.	I’m	a	long-
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time	admirer	of	her	middle-
grade	novels—the	Tara	Trilogy	
(The	Third	Eye,	The	Silver	Anklet	
and	The	Deadly	Conch)	as	well	
as	The	Tiffin	and	the	newly	
published	Mission	Mumbai:	A	

Novel	of	Sacred	Cows,	Snakes,	

and	Stolen	Toilets.	Kids	and	
librarians	love	them	too,	and	
Mahtab	won	the	OLA’s	2009	
Silver	Birch	Fiction	Award	and	
was	nominated	for	the	CLA’s	
2012	Children’s	Book	of	the	Year	
Award	as	well	as	many	other	
readers’	choice	awards.	She’s	
also	published	her	first	picture	
book	this	year—Looking	for	

Lord	Ganesh—and	has	written	
short	stories	and	even	a	memoir	
about	her	first	months	in	
Canada	(“What’s	in	a	Name?”	in	
Piece	by	Piece:	Stories	About	

Fitting	into	Canada,	edited	by	
author	Teresa	Toten).

As	we	tucked	into	our	meal,	I	
explained	how	I’d	been	
pondering	what	characteristics	
Mahtab	shares	with	her	
characters.	Mahtab	admitted	
that	“every	character	I’ve	written	
has	a	little	bit	of	me—either	
something	I	aspire	to	be	or	
something	I	already	am.”

MPQRPS	PTU	QVW	CQPWPXRVWY
In	Mission	Mumbai	(Scholastic,	
2016),	readers	meet	street-smart	
New	Yorker	Dylan	on	vacation	
in	India	with	best-friend	Rohit.	
As	Dylan	invites	adventures	
involving	intense	heat,	massive	
crowds,	filthy	streets	and	
strange	customs,	Rohit	worries	
about	his	family	problems	that	
threaten	to	ruin	the	trip.	

Mahtab	told	me	that	Dylan	
represents	who	she	aspires	to	
be—funny	and	over-the-top	
dramatic.	The	kind	of	person	
who	can	let	go	and	enjoy	life.	
Who	can	embrace	change	
without	over-analyzing.	
“Everything	I’d	written	before	
Mission	Mumbai	was	dark	and	
serious,”	she	said,	“so	I	didn’t	
think	I’d	be	able	to	pull	off	
Dylan’s	voice.	When	writing	
Dylan,	I	would	ask	myself,	
‘What	would	I	do?’	and	then	
I’d	have	Dylan	do	the	
opposite.”	Mahtab	admitted	
that	she’s	more	like	Rohit—
conservative	and	down	to	
earth.
				I	mentioned	that	I	find	both	
Dylan	and	Mahtab	to	be	
curious.	Once,	when	Mahtab	
and	I	were	flying	to	New	York	
together	for	a	conference,	she	
wanted	to	travel	in	the	
cockpit.	When	that	didn’t	
work	out,	she	asked	the	flight	
attendant	if	she	could	see	the	
back	of	the	plane,	where	the	
ground	crew	was	loading	in	
supplies.	“Yes,	I	love	to	
observe,	to	see	what	makes	
things	tick,”	Mahtab	said.	“At	
the	end	of	each	work	day,	I	let	
myself	go	wild	and	research	
whatever	I	want	as	a	reward.”
In	the	Tara	Trilogy	(Dundurn	
Press,	2007,	2009,	2011),	Tara	
and	her	younger	brother	face	
immeasurable	challenges—the	
disappearance	of	their	mother	
and	healer	grandfather,	a	cruel	
stepmother	who	mistreats	
them	and	an	evil	magical	man	

determined	to	destroy	their	village.	To	rescue	

https://www.amazon.ca/Third-Eye-Tara-Trilogy/dp/1550027506/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1481388646&sr=8-1&keywords=mahtab+narsimhan
https://www.amazon.ca/Silver-Anklet-Tara-Trilogy/dp/1554884454/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1481388646&sr=8-2&keywords=mahtab+narsimhan
https://www.amazon.ca/Deadly-Conch-Tara-Trilogy/dp/1554887941/ref=sr_1_7?ie=UTF8&qid=1481388646&sr=8-7&keywords=mahtab+narsimhan
https://www.amazon.ca/Tiffin-Novel-Mahtab-Narsimhan/dp/1770860398/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1481388646&sr=8-3&keywords=mahtab+narsimhan
https://www.amazon.ca/Mission-Mumbai-Mahtab-Narsimhan/dp/0545746515/ref=sr_1_5?ie=UTF8&qid=1481388646&sr=8-5&keywords=mahtab+narsimhan
https://www.amazon.ca/Mission-Mumbai-Mahtab-Narsimhan/dp/0545746515/ref=sr_1_5?ie=UTF8&qid=1481388646&sr=8-5&keywords=mahtab+narsimhan
https://www.amazon.ca/Mission-Mumbai-Mahtab-Narsimhan/dp/0545746515/ref=sr_1_5?ie=UTF8&qid=1481388646&sr=8-5&keywords=mahtab+narsimhan
https://www.amazon.ca/Looking-Lord-Ganesh-Mahtab-Narsimhan/dp/0993225365/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1481388646&sr=8-4&keywords=mahtab+narsimhan
https://www.amazon.ca/Looking-Lord-Ganesh-Mahtab-Narsimhan/dp/0993225365/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1481388646&sr=8-4&keywords=mahtab+narsimhan
https://www.amazon.ca/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias=aps&field-keywords=Piece+by+Piece:+Stories+About+Fitting+into+Canada
https://www.amazon.ca/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias=aps&field-keywords=Piece+by+Piece:+Stories+About+Fitting+into+Canada
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“I	like	portraying	the	
world	realistically,	
which	is	why	my	stories	
don’t	work	out	
perfectly	for	my	
characters.	I	don’t	like	
rose-tinted	glasses,	
either	for	myself	or	
anyone	else.”

her	people,	Tara	must	summon	belief	in	herself	
and	enlist	the	help	of	the	god	Ganesh	and	the	
lord	of	death,	Yama.	When	writing	the	trilogy,	
Mahtab	said	she	“took	away	Tara’s	entire	
support	system.	Mother	gone.	Brother	gone.	In	
the	end,	even	her	whole	family	is	against	her.	So	
the	story	answers	the	question:	Can	Tara	do	
this	alone?	Luckily	I’ve	not	been	in	that	dire	a	
situation.	But	one	thing	I	needed	to	learn	in	my	
life	is	that	the	person	I	can	
always	depend	on	is	myself.”	

So	a	characteristic	Mahtab	
shares	with	Tara	is	self-reliance.	
Especially	during	the	years	
Mahtab	spent	moving	from	
India	to	the	Middle	East	and	
finally	to	Canada,	she	needed	to	
rely	on	herself.	During	this	
time,	visa	troubles	meant	that	
she	lived	in	a	different	country	
from	her	husband	for	two	of	
those	years	while	caring	for	
their	young	son,	who	had	his	first	four	
birthdays	in	four	different	countries.	By	the	
time	the	three	of	them	settled	in	Canada	in	
1997,	Mahtab	had	learned	she	could	be	
independent.	She	said,	“It’s	always	a	bonus	if	I	
have	someone	to	help,	but	at	the	end	of	the	day,	
I	have	to	step	up	to	the	plate	and	do	what	needs	
to	be	done.”

I	pointed	out	that,	although	Mahtab	is	an	
introvert	who	loves	to	stay	at	home	and	write	in	
her	cozy	office,	she’s	shown	her	adventurous	
spirit	in	her	journey	from	India	to	Canada,	
much	like	Dylan,	who	explores	Mumbai,	and	
Tara,	who	braves	the	underworld	to	save	her	
village.	Mahtab	agreed,	although	she	didn’t	feel	
adventurous	while	making	the	journey.	More	
recently,	Mahtab	and	her	husband	have	been	
discussing	plans	to	move	to	the	Vancouver	
area—yet	another	adventure	to	a	new	place.

Mahtab	also	said	she’s	a	risk-taker,	much	like	
Kunal	in	The	Tiffin	(Dancing	Cat,	2011).	Set	in	
Mumbai	with	its	dabbawallas	(men	who	deliver	
home-cooked	food	in	tiffin	boxes	to	the	
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characters.	I	don’t	like	
rose-tinted	glasses,	
either	for	myself	or	
anyone	else.”

millions	of	white-collar	workers	throughout	the	
city),	Kunal	is	the	victim	of	a	lost	message	in	an	
undelivered	tiffin.	Abandoned	and	alone,	
Kunal	tries	to	track	down	his	mother,	only	to	
realize	that	he	had	already	found	his	real	
family;	one	based	on	respect	and	friendship,	
rather	than	blood.	In	the	story,	Kunal	takes	a	
huge	risk	when	he	reaches	out	to	the	mother	
who	abandoned	him.	Would	she	want	to	speak	

with	him?	Would	she	reject	
him	again?	
“I	don’t	mind	taking	risks,”	
Mahtab	told	me.	“Like	when	I	
quit	my	job	to	start	writing	full	
time,	I	gave	up	a	generous	
salary	to	start	a	fledgling	career	
in	which	it	takes	years	to	take	
off.	Still,	I	took	the	risk.”	As	for	
Kunal,	he	gets	a	happy	ending,	
but	not	the	one	he	expected.	
He	learns	to	appreciate	what	he	
has,	aim	for	what	he	wants	and	

enjoy	the	unexpected	outcomes	that	life	brings.	
Mahtab	said,	“I	like	portraying	the	world	
realistically,	which	is	why	my	stories	don’t	work	
out	perfectly	for	my	characters.	I	don’t	like	
rose-tinted	glasses,	either	for	myself	or	anyone	
else.”

TQVZVY	[T	MPQRPS’Y	WW[R[T\
In	life	and	in	her	fiction,	Mahtab	is	a	fierce	
defender	of	the	underdog—and	I’m	not	just	
talking	about	dogs,	which	she	adores.	Her	
fiction	is	filled	with	characters	who	are	
neglected,	abused	and	bullied.	For	example,	
her	new	picture	book,	Looking	for	Lord	Ganesh	
(Lantana,	2016),	is	about	a	girl	named	Anika	
who	recently	emigrated	from	India	and	is	
having	trouble	fitting	in	at	school.	I	asked	
Mahtab	why	her	characters	are	so	often	
underdogs.

“I	think	they	need	a	voice,”	Mahtab	said.	
“People	who	are	strong	find	a	way	to	prevail.	It’s	
the	underdogs	who	need	our	compassion	and	
help.”	Mahtab	hopes	that	if	we	can	introduce	
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the	need	for	compassion	to	kids	early	in	life	
through	fiction,	they’ll	develop	a	strong	sense	
of	empathy	and	become	caring	adults.	

I	pointed	out	that	the	heroes	of	Mahtab’s	
novels	tend	to	be	outside	of	“normal”	culture	in	
some	way,	looking	in.	For	example,	Tara’s	
family	turns	against	her,	Kunal	is	rejected	by	
his	mother	and	Anika	is	
excluded	from	school	soccer	
games.	Why	does	Mahtab	
write	about	exclusion	and	the	
need	for	belonging?

“When	I	first	came	to	
Canada,	I	felt	like	an	outsider,”	
Mahtab	told	me.	She	wrote	
about	this	feeling	in	“What’s	
in	a	Name?”	(Piece	by	Piece,	
Penguin,	2010).	Mahtab	found	
it	hard	to	navigate	a	strange	
subway	system,	find	a	job	and	
cope	with	the	biting	cold	of	
winter.	Then	she	noticed	
“people	would	edge	away	from	
me,	and	I	wondered	why	on	
earth	they	were	doing	that.	It	
was	hurtful.”	Finally,	when	she	
was	in	an	elevator	with	an	
Indian	couple	who	smelled	
strongly	of	cooking	odours,	
she	realized	that	she	had	been	
nose	blind—oblivious	to	
social	customs	around	
cooking	smells.	She	emptied	
her	local	stores	of	Febreze	and	
began	to	cook	with	her	windows	open.	Soon,	
she	was	hired	as	a	recruitment	manager,	
helping	new	Canadians	navigate	social	customs	
during	interviews	as	well	as	landing	jobs	within	
the	IT	sector.

Mahtab	and	I	both	agreed	that	anything	
kids	experience	in	life	is	fair	game	for	inclusion	
in	a	book,	even	difficult	subject	matter.	Since	
Mahtab	isn’t	afraid	to	tackle	tough	subject	
matter	in	her	novels,	I	asked	where	that	springs	
from.	

“I	think	the	tough	subjects	need	to	be	
tackled,	and	the	best	way	to	do	that	is	in	
children’s	fiction,”	Mahtab	said.	We	agreed	that	
when	an	author	presents	difficult	material	in	an	
interesting,	nonthreatening	way,	kids	can	
benefit	from	it.	“I	want	kids	to	grow	up	with	an	
understanding	of	tough	emotions	and	

situations	in	a	safe	environment	
at	home	or	with	their	parents,”	
Mahtab	explained.	“I	think	it	
prepares	them	for	what	they’ll	
face	in	real	life.”
				Although	Mahtab	loves	to	
delve	into	hard	topics,	she	also	
knows	how	to	write	funny.	
Dylan’s	encounter	with	a	sacred	
cow	in	the	opening	pages	of	
Mission	Mumbai	is	hilarious.	
How	hard	was	it	for	her	to	move	
from	writing	serious	to	writing	
funny?	“It	was	a	huge	challenge,”	
Mahtab	told	me.	“I’m	not	
generally	a	funny	person.	That’s	
why	I	had	to	imagine	Dylan’s	
reactions	to	be	opposite	to	
mine.”

ITU[P	PY	ITY][WPR[^T
Mahtab	lived	in	India	until	she	
was	twenty-four,	and	almost	all	
of	her	titles	are	set	there.	She’s	
obviously	greatly	inspired	by	her	
home	country,	and	as	a	reader	of	
her	stories,	I	am	too.	

“It’s	a	rich	culture,	and	it’s	under-
represented	in	children’s	books,”	Mahtab	said.	
“Also	I	know	India	so	well,	especially	in	terms	
of	sensory	details.	In	seconds,	I	can	close	my	
eyes	and	be	in	the	middle	of	Crawford	Market	
in	Mumbai.”

She	also	wants	to	give	a	voice	to	those	people	
who	aren’t	normally	represented	in	literature,	
such	as	kids	from	Asian	countries,	so	that	all	
children	can	see	themselves	reflected	in	the	
books	they	read.	As	a	girl	in	Mumbai,	Mahtab’s	
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school	library	was	stocked	with	books	about	
British	children.	She	loved	Enid	Blyton’s	novels,	
although	she	had	no	idea	what	“scones”	were,	
or	“potted	meat.”	She	did	love	how	well	Blyton	
described	food	though,	and	the	wonderful	
adventures	the	characters	had,	even	though	
they	were	very	different	from	her	own	
childhood	experiences.

Mahtab	first	turned	to	India	as	inspiration	to	
write	when	her	father	passed	
away	suddenly.	Seeking	
memories	of	her	whole	family	
together,	she	began	to	write	a	
diary	of	her	early	life.	This	
diary	made	Mahtab	wonder	if	
she	could	write	a	book.	She	
loved	fantasy,	and	she	noticed	
that	not	many	kids’	books	had	
been	written	about	Indian	
mythology,	so	she	started	
writing	The	Third	Eye.	Since	
that	book	did	very	well,	it	
showed	how	interested	kids	are	
in	the	subject	matter.	

She	was	inspired	to	write	
The	Tiffin	when	she	was	
seriously	missing	Mumbai.	She	
pondered	what	was	unique	about	the	city	of	her	
childhood,	and	decided	to	write	a	story	set	
around	the	dabbawallas	and	their	tiffin-
delivery	service.	What	if	one	tiffin	in	the	six	
million	delivered	daily	went	astray?	What	if	
that	one	tiffin	carried	an	important	message?	
When	she	lived	in	Mumbai,	the	dabbawallas	
would	annoy	Mahtab,	pushing	onto	crowded	
train	compartments	with	bulky	tiffin	carriers.	
Years	later	in	Canada,	they	became	inspiration	
for	a	wonderful	novel.

One	of	Mahtab’s	works-in-progress	is	a	
middle	grade	science	fiction	novel	set	on	
another	planet,	and	she’s	found	it	hard	to	write	
about	the	foreign	setting.	“I	love	to	immerse	
myself	in	a	place	when	I’m	writing,	using	all	the	
five	senses.	The	challenge	with	writing	a	novel	

set	on	another	planet	is:	How	can	I	write	about	
a	place	I	haven’t	been	to?”

Since	Mahtab’s	childhood	experiences	were	
in	India,	she’s	found	it	easier	to	set	her	
children’s	books	there,	and	she’s	currently	
working	on	an	adult	novel	set	in	India.	
Although	she	witnessed	the	Canadian	school	
system	through	her	son’s	eyes,	she	doesn’t	feel	
her	voice	would	be	authentic	if	she	wrote	about	

certain	aspects	of	Canadian	
childhood.

C^^_[T\	U]	PT	Eaa[X[VTR	
WW[R[T\	PW^XVYY
I	know	from	personal	
experience	that	Mahtab	is	a	
stellar	cook.	In	fact,	she	studied	
hospitality	management	in	
India,	including	cooking.	I	also	
know	that	she	cooks	without	
recipes.	In	the	kitchen,	Mahtab	
embraces	her	intuitive	side.	At	
her	writing	desk,	she	embraces	
a	different	philosophy.	
When	writing,	Mahtab	becomes	
the	queen	of	discipline.	“I’m	
writing	by	6:00	"+,	six	days	a	

week.”	With	a	first	draft,	she	rereads	yesterday’s	
work	then	writes	1500	to	2000	new	words	
within	two	hours.	Her	first	draft	is	“vomit	on	
the	page,”	followed	by	an	extensive	critiquing	
and	rewriting	process.	The	rest	of	the	day	is	
taken	up	with	her	second	job	(writing	is	the	
first	one).	In	the	evening,	she’ll	find	time	for	
the	business	side	of	writing,	critiquing	other	
writer’s	manuscripts,	reading	about	the	writing	
craft	and	preparing	school	presentations.	

“Writing	is	a	disciplined	activity	because	I	
want	to	be	successful	at	it,”	Mahtab	said.	“It’s	
my	career.	With	cooking,	I	rebel	by	not	
following	recipes.	Because	the	writing	part	of	
my	life	is	so	organized,	I	cook	with	freedom.”

Mahtab’s	intuitive	side	comes	out	in	her	
writing,	but	it’s	within	the	defined	time	and	
space	that	she	reserves	for	it.	She	does	plan	her	



CANSCAIP	NEWS 6 WINTER	2016/2017

MEET	CONNECT	SHARE!

Never	miss	a	meeting:	
www.canscaip.org/EventsCalendar!	
Add	CANSCAIP	events	straight	to	your	
calendar	or	inbox	with	handy	RSS	and	
calendar	tools.	

Montreal:	CANSCAIP	meetings	are	held	
regularly.	For	more	information,	contact	
Carol-Ann	Hoyte.	kidlitfan1972@yahoo.ca

Toronto:	Meetings	are	held	on	the	
second	Wednesday	of	each	month,	ten	
times	a	year	(no	meetings	in	July	or	
August).	Meetings	in	2017:	January	11,	
February	8,	March	8,	April	12,	May	10,	
June	14.	See	website	for	location	and	
topic:	www.canscaip.org/Monthly-
Meetings.

Saskatchewan:	Holds	virtual	meetings	
monthly	on	the	15^_.	Your	Saskatchewan	
representative	is	Sharon	Plumb	
Hamilton.	skcanscaip.wordpress.com.

stories	before	writing,	but	she	doesn’t	plot	too	
heavily.	Details	are	not	worked	out	beforehand;	
she	discovers	the	depth	of	her	characters	as	she	
writes.	During	revision,	she	dissects	a	story	
scene	by	scene,	analyzing	how	to	revise.	“That’s	
when	a	story	really	takes	shape,”	she	said.

Or$)*st	M"#$"%’)	#u+t,	the	school	kids	had	
long	ago	disappeared	into	their	classrooms.	On	
her	table,	our	tea	cups	sat	empty	and	our	plates	
were	wiped	clean.	Mahtab	offered	me	
containers	of	leftovers	to	take	home	to	my	
family.	My	own	daughters	are	familiar	with	
“Auntie	M’s”	cooking,	and	would	be	thrilled.	
Mahtab	is	a	generous	friend—yet	another	
quality	she	shares	with	her	characters.	

As	I	left	with	my	bag	piled	with	leftovers,	I	
was	more	eager	than	ever	to	read	new	stories	
written	by	Mahtab.	I	was	richer	in	
understanding	about	the	worlds	and	characters	
of	her	stories,	and	very	grateful	that	her	
particular	voice	has	been	added	to	the	canon	of	
children’s	literature.

KAREN	KROSSING	is	

the	author	of	seven	

novels	for	kids	and	

teens.	Her	recent	titles	

include	Bog,	which	
won	the	SCBWI	

Crystal	Kite	Award,	

and	Punch	Like	a	Girl,	
which	was	a	CCBC	

Best	Book	for	Teens.	

She’s	also	a	past	

president	of	CANSCAIP.	Karen	is	currently	

writing	a	novel	for	teens	about	body	image	and	

celebrity	culture.	

MEET	CONNECT	SHARE!

Never	miss	a	meeting:	
www.canscaip.org/EventsCalendar!	
Add	CANSCAIP	events	straight	to	your	
calendar	or	inbox	with	handy	RSS	and	
calendar	tools.	

Montreal:	CANSCAIP	meetings	are	held	
regularly.	For	more	information,	contact	
Carol-Ann	Hoyte.	kidlitfan1972@yahoo.ca

Toronto:	Meetings	are	held	on	the	
second	Wednesday	of	each	month,	ten	
times	a	year	(no	meetings	in	July	or	
August).	Meetings	in	2017:	January	11,	
February	8,	March	8,	April	12,	May	10,	
June	14.	See	website	for	location	and	
topic:	www.canscaip.org/Monthly-
Meetings.

Saskatchewan:	Holds	virtual	meetings	
monthly	on	the	15^_.	Your	Saskatchewan	
representative	is	Sharon	Plumb	
Hamilton.	skcanscaip.wordpress.com.

http://www.canscaip.org/EventsCalendar
mailto:kidlitfan1972@yahoo.ca
http://www.canscaip.org/Monthly-Meetings
http://www.canscaip.org/Monthly-Meetings
http://skcanscaip.wordpress.com
https://www.amazon.ca/Bog-Karen-Krossing/dp/1554553156/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1481389447&sr=1-2&keywords=karen+krossing
https://www.amazon.ca/Punch-Like-Girl-Karen-Krossing/dp/1459808282/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1481389447&sr=1-1&keywords=karen+krossing
http://www.canscaip.org/EventsCalendar
mailto:kidlitfan1972@yahoo.ca
http://www.canscaip.org/Monthly-Meetings
http://www.canscaip.org/Monthly-Meetings
http://skcanscaip.wordpress.com
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Congratulations
CANSCAIP Members!
Karen	Bass
The	Geoffrey	Bilson	Award	for	Historical	
Fiction	for	Uncertain	Soldier	(Pajama	Press)

Erin	Bow
The	Monica	Hughes	Award	for	Science	Fiction	
and	Fantasy	for	The	Scorpion	Rules	(Margaret	
K.	McElderry)

Alan	Cumyn
The	Vicky	Metcalf	Award	for	a	Body	of	Work	
Inspirational	to	Young	People

Danielle	Daniel
The	Marilyn	Baillie	Picture	Book	Award	for	
Sometimes	I	Feel	Like	a	Fox	(Groundwood	
Books)

Melanie	Florence	and	Francois	Thisdale
The	TD	Canadian	Children’s	Literature	Award	
for	Missing	Nimâmâ	(Clockwise	Press)

Deborah	Hodge	and	Karen	Reczuch
The	Children`s	Literature	Roundtables	of	
Canada	Information	Book	Award	for	West	

Coast	Wild:	A	Nature	Alphabet	(Groundwood	
Books)	

Susan	Juby	
The	Amy	Mathers	Teen	Book	Award	for	The	
Truth	Commission	(Razorbill	Canada)	

Jon-Erik	Lapano	and	Kelle	Hatanaka
The	Governor	General’s	Award	for	Young	
People’s	Literature	(illustrated	books)	for	
Tokyo	Digs	a	Garden	(Groundwood	Books)

Martine	Levitt
The	Governor	General’s	Award	for	Young	
People’s	Literature	(text)	for	Calvin	
(Groundwood	Books)

Kevin	Sands
The	John	Spray	Mystery	Award	for	
The	Blackthorn	Key	(Aladdin)

Cory	Silverberg	and	Fiona	Smyth
The	Norma	Fleck	Award	for	Canadian	
Children’s	Non-Fiction	for	Sex	Is	a	Funny	Word:	

A	Book	About	Bodies,	Feelings	and	You	(Seven	
Stories	Press)

SHORTLISTED	for	the	2016	Governor	General’s	
Awards	–	Young	People’s	Literature	(Text)

Tim	Wynne-Jones		for	The	Emperor	of	Any	Place	
(Candlewick	Press)

Young	People’s	Literature	(Illustrated	Books)

Jo	Ellen	Bogart	and	Sydney	Smith	for	The	White	

Cat	and	the	Monk	(Groundwood	Books)	

Mireille	Messier	and	Pierre	Pratt		for	The	
Branch	(Kids	Can	Press)

SHORTLISTED	for	the	2017	Rocky	Mountain	
Readers’	Choice	Award	–	Fiction
Linda	Bailey	for	Seven	Dead	Pirates	(Tundra	
Books)

Carolyn	Beck	for	That	Squeak	
(Fitzhenry	&	Whiteside)

Deborah	Ellis	for	The	Cat	At	the	Wall	

(Groundwood	Books)

Gordon	Korman	for	Masterminds	
(HarperCollins)

Tanya	Lloyd	Kyi	for	Extreme	Battlefields	

(Annick	Press)

Elizabeth	MacLeod	for	Galloping	Through	
History	(Annick	Press)

Susin	Nielsen	for	We	Are	All	Made	of	Molecules	

(Tundra	Books)

Kenneth	Oppel	for	The	Nest	(HarperCollins)

Caroline	Pignat		for	The	Gospel	Truth		(Red	
Deer	Press)

Valerie	Sherrard	for	Rain	Shadow	
(Fitzhenry	&	Whiteside)

Robin	Stevenson	for	The	Summer	We	Saved	the	

Bees	(Orca	Books)
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NOTEWORTHY
ANIMATED	FILM:	Deborah	Ellis’s	award-
winning	novel	The	Breadwinner	(Groundwood	
Books)	is	being	made	into	an	animated	film	to	
be	released	in	fall	of	2017.	The	film	had	an	
auspicious	start.	The	producer,	Anthony	Leo	of	
Aircraft	Pictures,	first	heard	the	book	read	out	

loud	by	Belinda	Stronach	to	a	captivated	
audience	of	young	girls	and	their	parents.	Once	
he	had	secured	rights,	Angelina	Jolie	signed	on	
as	executive	producer.	Jolie,	among	her	many	
other	interests,	is	an	advocate	for	refugees	and	
women’s	rights.	Deborah	says,	“She	[Jolie]	does	
tremendous	work	in	a	bunch	of	fields	in	social	
justice	and	I	know	she	will	make	a	project	that	
everyone	is	going	to	be	proud	of.”	
Congratulations	to	Deborah.

COMPETITION:	Winners	($1000	each)	and	
finalists	of	CANSCAIP’s	2016	Writing	for	
Children	Competition	

WINNERS
Ann	Marie	Stasiuk	(Stratford,	ON),	the	Picture	
Book/Early	Reader	award	for	A	Wintry	Wait		
Marci	McAdam	(Calgary,	AB)	the	Chapter	
Book/	Middle	Grade/	Young	Adult	Award	for	
Creep	School	

FINALISTS	–	Picture	Book	/	Early	Reader

MaryLou	Driedge	(Winnipeg,	Manitoba),	for	
Why	Are	They	Naked?

Cynthia	Ford	(Vancouver,	BC),	for	The	Fiddle	
Man

Catherine	Jansen	(Oakville,	ON),	for	Lavender
Kirsten	Pendreigh	(Vancouver,	BC),	for	
Hamish	McFluff	and	the	Baby	Birds

FINALISTS	–	Chapter	Book	/	Middle	Grade	/	
Young	Adult
Corrine	Clark	(Mississauga,	ON),	for	Charlotte's	
Ghosts

Donna	Hughes	(Toronto,	ON),	for	Bright	Shiny	
Things

Jennifer	Irwin	(Pointe	Claire,	Quebec),	for	
The	Truth	About	Love,	Hockey	and	Ballroom	

Dancing

Cheryl	Stewart	(Kanata,	ON),	for	Renegade	
Heart	

Only	unpublished	writers	were	eligible	to	enter.	
CANSCAIP	received	close	to	300	entries	in	
2016.	A	unique	and	very	beneficial	element	of	
the	Writing	for	Children	Competition	is	that	
everyone	who	enters	gets	feedback	by	the	
Competition’s	evaluation	readers.	The	readers	
and	juries	evaluating	Competition	entries	are	
all	published	authors	and	CANSCAIP	
Members.

FOLLOW	CANSCAIP:	Looking	for	some	new	
friends?	There	is	now	a	handy	page	on	the	
CANSCAIP	website	where	the	Twitter	handles	
of	our	professional	members	are	listed.	Let’s	
follow	each	other	and	help	promote	each	
other’s	work.	And	don’t	forget	to	follow	
@CANSCAIP	as	well,	http://canscaip.org/
page-1862893.

FINDING	CANADIAN	BOOKS:	49thShelf.com	
is	a	website	devoted	to	Canadian	books	
including	books	for	kids.	Produced	by	the	
Association	of	Canadian	Publishers	together	
with	the	Canadian	Publishers’	Council,	and	
with	funding	from	the	Department	of	
Canadian	Heritage	and	the	Ontario	Media	
Development	Corporation	and	a	lead	
sponsorship	from	Amazon.ca.,	its	purpose	is	to	
make	it	easier	for	readers	to	discover	Canadian	
books	in	all	genres,	from	bestselling	authors	to	
new	talent,	from	publishers	large	and	small,	
from	all	regions	of	the	country.	Thanks	to	LENA	
COAKLEY	for	pointing	us	to	this	great	resource.	

http://canscaip.org/page-1862893
http://canscaip.org/page-1862893
http://49thShelf.com
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CREATIVE	WRITING:	If	you	are	teaching	a	course	
in	writing	or	illustration	for	the	children’s	
market,	we’d	love	to	send	you	a	package	of	
brochures	about	CANSCAIP	and	about	
Packaging	Your	Imagination	to	distribute	to	
your	students.	Just	email	the	office	
(office@canscaip.org)	to	let	Helena	Aalto	know	
how	many	you	need.	

LOGO	VARIATION:	Our	front-page	logo	
variation	is	by	Michael	Martchenko.	You	can	
see	more	of	his	work	in	Ready,	Set,	Go!,	Hugs,	

Pyjama	Day!	and	many	more.	All	were	written	
by	Robert	Munsch	and	published	by	Scholastic	
Canada.

ILLUSTRATORS:	We	are	looking	for	more	logo	
variations	to	dress	up	the	NEWS.	For	
inspiration,	you	can	view	our	current	ones	at	
the	ever-changing	logo	site	on	the	home	page	
of	our	website.	

If	you	are	a	full	CANSCAIP	member/
illustrator	and	would	like	to	submit	your	
version	for	possible	use,	here	are	the	specifics:	
Digital	submission	is	preferred,	so	scan	your	art	
at	300	dpi	(high	resolution)	and	email	the	file	
to	office@canscaip.org.	Make	sure	you	put	
CANSCAIP	Logo	Submission	in	the	subject	
line.	We’d	love	to	have	colourful,	playful	art.	
			For	those	who	find	scanning	a	challenge,	send	
paper	art	to	the	CANSCAIP	office.

mailto:office@canscaip.org
http://www.bookcentre.ca
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 From the 
  President’s Desk
					by	Sharon	Jennings

My	column	was	due	November	20,	the	day	after	
Packaging	Your	Imagination.	Who	was	
responsible	for	this	cruel	and	unusual	timing?	
When	I’m	President	I’m	going	to….	Never	mind.	
Instead,	I’ll	take	you	through	a	year	of	PYI	
preparation.

Planning	for	next	year’s	PYI	
begins	a	few	days	before	the	
current	year’s	PYI.	This	is	
because,	right	around	then,	the	
team	comes	up	with	a	brilliant	
idea	and	wished	we’d	thought	of	
it	sooner.	The	next	bit	of	
planning	takes	place	on	the	day	
of,	when	the	team	can’t	believe	
that	we	goofed	on	this	or	that,	when	someone	
who	has	never	lifted	a	volunteer	finger	
complains	loudly,	when	we	listen	to	a	brilliant	
speaker	and	resolve	to	invite	him	or	her	to	be	
next	year’s	keynote,	when	something	iffy	goes	
so	incredibly	well	we	feel	justifiably	smug.	A	
few	days	after	the	event,	we	have	our	debriefing	
session,	again	with	a	view	to	next	year’s	PYI.

Over	the	next	couple	of	weeks,	we’ll	peruse	
registrants’	survey	responses	and	discuss	a	few	
of	the	more	pressing	issues:	do	we	book	the	
same	venue,	for	example?	Humber	College,	
who	hosted	PYI	for	the	past	three	years,	
informed	us	in	February	2016	that	they	were	no	
longer	accepting	outside	events	and	we	had	to	
scramble	to	find	a	new	home.	And	I	mean	
scramble!	Office	Administrator	Helena	Aalto	
visited	a	few	locations,	and	then	she	and	I	
checked	out	the	Li	Ka	Shing	Knowledge	
Institute	on	March	3ÉÑ.	A	beautiful	new	
building,	filled	with	light,	just	off	the	subway—
book	it!

We	sent	around	a	survey	to	select	a	date	for	
the	first	PYI	committee	planning	session.	In	
2016,	we	held	it	at	my	house	on	March	19ÖÜ.	We	
discussed	all	the	pros	and	cons	from	the	2015	
event,	and	started	the	always	onerous	task	of	
selecting	speakers—onerous	because	we	offer	
two	keynote	speeches,	twelve	workshops	(two	
are	panels),	and	many	one-to-one	sessions,	and	
these	presenters	must	engage	with	authors	and	
illustrators,	beginner	and	published,	and	
something	of	everything	must	work	in	each	
time	slot.	As	well,	even	with	our	very	small	

budget,	we	bring	in	presenters	
from	out	of	province	and	
outside	the	catch-basin	of	the	
Greater	Toronto	Area.
				The	team	divvies	up	the	
speaker	list	and	emails	go	out.	
We’ve	learned	from	past	
mistakes	to	be	very	specific	
regarding	our	expectations,	
and	we	give	presenters	exact	

details	about	who,	what,	when,	why,	where	and	
Don’t	You	Dare!	This	last	is	an	honest	threat	if	
anyone	doesn’t	stay	on	topic	or	even	bother	to	
mention	their	topic,	and	gives	us	an	hour	of	
baby	photos	and	awards.	And	no,	I’m	not	
kidding.	One	author	was	supposed	to	talk	
about	X	and	began	the	talk	with,	“X.	I	don’t	do	
X.”

Then	comes	both	the	rush	as	possibilities	
become	confirmed,	and	the	deflation	as	a	
hoped-for	speaker	turns	us	down.	If	the	latter,	
we	get	frantic	about	finding	another	suitable	
candidate	for	such	and	such	a	topic	and	time	
slot.	But	finally,	the	speakers	have	confirmed	
their	contracts	and	believe	it	or	not,	the	team	
enters	the	period	known	as	the	calm	before	the	
storm.

Su+t	uà	âur	+"â	(t+t+%t(	that	PYI	used	to	
be	managed	by	the	Vice	President.	This	became	
problematic	for	several	reasons,	and	the	
Executive	voted	to	have	PYI	managed	by	our	
one	half-time	employee.	So,	over	the	summer,	
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Saint	Helena	organized	her	volunteer	team.	
After	Labour	Day,	this	team	met	for	a	weekly	
conference	call.	And	this,	I	believe,	is	truly	
brilliant—the	weekly	check-in	forges	
camaraderie	during	the	darkest	hours	and,	
contrary	to	Murphy’s	Law,	helps	us	believe	that	
not	everything	will	go	wrong.	And	during	these	
run-up	months,	weekly	email	blasts	with	
enticing	details	about	PYI	go	out	to	our	
Members.

I	have	written	all	of	the	above	
with	two	sleeps	to	go	before	PYI.	
Fingers	are	crossed.	All	the	
things	we	can’t	do	until	the	last	
minute	are	queuing	up,	
clamouring	for	attention.	And	
this	year	is	special	for	another	
reason:	after	booking	our	date,	
The	Canadian	Children’s	Book	
Centre	announced	their	TD	
Book	Awards	Gala	night—
November	17.	We	encouraged	
our	Members	to	come	to	
Toronto	for	a	full	weekend—the	
Gala	and	PYI.	Helena	went	(another)	extra	mile	
and	booked	rooms	at	a	hotel	for	out-of-towners	
and	sent	out	info	about	all	the	other	things	to	
do	in	Toronto	this	weekend.	(Something	or	
other	about	asking	a	busy	person.)	And	one	
other	thing:	working	with	the	wonderful	
Shannon	Howe-Barnes	at	CCBC,	we	managed	
to	nab	Ashley	Spires	as	our	morning	keynote	
speaker.	TD	was	bringing	her	in	from	B.C.	for	
the	Gala	because	she	is	the	creator	of	Small	

Saul,	this	year’s	CCBC	Grade	One	Give-Away	
Book.	The	upshot	for	us	was	twofold:	another	
‘come	from	away’	speaker	(without	travel	costs)	
and	a	copy	of	Small	Saul	(swag!)	for	everyone	at	
PYI.

And	now,	in	real	time,	I	have	to	primp	for	
tonight’s	TD	Gala	Awards.

Oh	no!	It	is	7:45	on	Thursday	night	and	
Ashley	Spires	has	a	strained	throat	thanks	to	
her	tour	for	TD.

Friday:	anxious	all	day	about	possible	

message	from	Ashley	cancelling	keynote.
Saturday:	Ashley	delivers	funny,	warm,	self-

deprecating,	inspirational	(only	slightly	croaky)	
morning	keynote!	Everyone	thrilled	to	receive	a	
copy	of	her	book.

Deep	breath	in.	Exhale.	There	are	almost	
200	people	watching!

The	new	downtown	location	is	stunning.	
The	speakers	really	delivered	the	goods:	

concrete	advice	and	
encouragement.	Our	out-of-
town	speakers	were	thrilled	
with	how	pampered	they	felt,	
thoroughly	enjoying	their	stay	
in	Toronto.	Book	sales	with	
Mable’s	Fables	went	so	well	
that	they’ve	already	committed	
to	next	year.	David	Booth	gave	
the	Claire	Mackay	Memorial	
Lecture	and	received	a	
standing	ovation	for	his	
knowledge,	wisdom,	humour,	
and	insight	into	why	what	we	
create	is	so	crucially	

important.
And	yes,	sigh,	there	was	a	slight	mix-up	with	

not	enough	sandwiches	for	lunch,	but	the	
caterers	quickly	solved	the	problem.

A	well-deserved	congratulations	and	thank	
you	from	the	bottom	of	my	heart	to	those	who	
gave	so	willingly	of	their	time	and	expertise:	
Heather	Camlot,	Jillian	Dobson,	Joyce	Grant,	
Holly	Main	and	Jennifer	Maruno.	As	well,	Lena	
Coakley,	Barbara	Greenwood	and	Gillian	
O’Reilly	had	invaluable	advice	about	speakers.	
Not	to	forget	all	of	you	who	offered	to	drive	and	
introduce	speakers.	And	a	huge	hug	to	Helena	
Aalto,	who	worked	tirelessly	to	orchestrate	this	
wonderful	day.

Yur	,uä	ã,uä	$#"$	as	you	are	reading	this,	
we	have	already	started	planning	for	Packaging	
2017.	And	you	can	do	your	part:	do	yourself	a	
huge	favour	and	plan	to	attend.

(Photo	by	Ian	Crysler)
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WVwX^ZV!
by	Monique	Polak

In	this	column	we	welcome	our	newest	
members.

MARCUS	CUTLER	was	born	in	Milton,	Ontario.	
He	is	a	graduate	of	Sheridan	College	and	
OCAD.	He	has	worked	full-time	as	an	
illustrator	since	2009.	His	work	has	appeared	in	
over	100	client	projects	including	magazines,	
educational	books	and	mobile	apps.	He	is	the	
illustrator	of	Lark	Holds	The	Key	(Orca	Books),	
Lark	and	The	Diamond	Caper	(Orca	Books),	
and	Buy	One	Get	One	(Pearson).	Marcus	lives	
and	works	in	Windsor,	Ontario,	with	his	wife	
and	two	daughters.

HOLLY	DeWOLF	is	an	illustrator	and	author.	She	
attended	NSCAD	University	where	she	took	a	
class	in	making	verbal	and	visual	narratives.	
After	that,	her	design	days	were	over	and	she	
focused	on	illustration.	Over	20	years	later,	
Holly	is	still	pushing	ideas	through	words	and	
visual	storytelling.	What's	Going	On	At	The	

Time	Tonight?	(Nimbus	Publishing)	was	the	
first	book	she	illustrated.	This	book	is	about	an	
underwater	party	set	in	Newfoundland.	Her	
second	children's	book	was	Port	City	Champ,	
which	was	created	to	promote	the	port	of	Saint	
John.	As	an	added	bonus,	the	city	created	a	
mascot	from	her	character.	That	mascot	that	
can	be	seen	around	town	promoting	the	love	of	
reading.	Holly	lives	in	Quispamsis,	New	
Brunswick	where	she	happily	writes,	blogs	and	
illustrates.

REGAN	W.H.	MACAULAY	writes	novels,	short	
stories,	children’s	literature,	and	scripts.		
Writing	is	her	passion,	but	she	is	also	a	
producer	and	director	of	theatre,	film	and	
television.		She	is	an	animal	enthusiast,	which	
led	her	to	become	a	certified	canine	(and	
feline)	massage	therapist.	Her	books	for	
children	include	picture	storybooks	Beverlee	
Beaz	the	Brown	Burmese,	Sloth	the	Lazy	

Dragon,	and	the	
upcoming	Tamara	

Turtle’s	Life	So	Far	
and	Merry	Myrrh:	The	
Christmas	Bat.		
Regan’s	books	for	
adults	include	the	
novelette	adaptation	
of	her	feature	film	
(available	on	iTunes	
and	on	DVD)	Space	
Zombies!	and	the	horror/comedy	novella	They	
Suck.	Regan	lives	in	Toronto.	

KIM	McDOUGALL	
writes	under	the	
name	Kim	Chatel.	She	
is	an	author,	fiber	
artist	and	
photographer.	She	
regularly	visits	
schools	and	libraries,	
bringing	her	art	and	
books	to	students	and	
inspiring	them	to	
create	their	own.	Visit	Kim	at	Chatel	Village	
(www.kimchatel.com)	to	find	books,	recipes,	
movies,	book	reviews	and	crafts.	Kim	is	also	the	
co-founder	of	Castelane.com,	a	site	that	helps	
authors	market	their	books	with	trailers,	cover	
designs	and	more.	Kim	lives	in	Newmarket,	
Ontario.	

MELANIE	McFARLANE	
jumps	in	with	both	
hands	on	her	
keyboard,	whether	it’s	
uncovering	the	
corruption	of	the	
future,	or	travelling	to	
other	worlds	to	save	
the	universe,.	Though	
she	can	be	found	
obsessing	over	
zombies	from	time	to	time,	Melanie	has	
focused	her	powers	on	writing	stories	that	keep	
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children	up	all	night	reading.	She	lives	with	her	
husband	and	two	daughters	in	the	Land	of	
Living	Skies.	Her	books	include	There	Once	

Were	Stars	(Month9Books),	and	the	upcoming	
Here	Skies	Surround	Us	and	Summoner	Rising	
(both	with	Month9Books).

JENNIFER	McGRATH,	an	award-winning	
children's	author	from	New	Brunswick,	has	
written	two	middle-grade	adventure	novels,	
and	a	Christmas	picture	book	about	a	wayward	
Canada	goose.	Her	newest	picture	book,	The	
Snow	Knows	(Nimbus	Publishing)	will	be	
available	this	fall.	An	experienced	and	
animated	workshop	presenter,	Jennifer	is	a	
popular	visitor	to	classrooms.	Jennifer	studied	
English	at	St.	Francis	Xavier	University	in	
Antigonish,	Nova	Scotia	before	earning	an	MA	
in	English	Literature	with	a	Directed	Study	in	
Children's	Literature	from	the	University	of	
Victoria	in	British	Columbia.	She	has	taught	
literature	and	writing	classes	at	the	university	
level,	and	is	a	professional	marketing	and	
communications	writer	with	agency	
experience.	Jennifer	lives	with	her	family	and	
pets	in	the	beautiful	New	Brunswick	
countryside,	just	outside	Moncton.	She	loves	
animals,	books,	music,	movies,	theatre,	
storytelling,	costumes,	jokes,	exploring	the	
outdoors	and,	of	course…chocolate!

SHARON	McKAY’s	
focus	as	a	YA	writer,	
and	a	Canadian	War	
Artist	(CFAP,	
Afghanistan	2009,	
2013)	is	social	justice.	
Her	work	has	taken	
her	to	places	such	as	
northern	Uganda,	the	
West	Bank,	Israel,	
Northern	Ireland	and	

Afghanistan.	Her	topics	include	the	Holocaust,	
child	soldiers,	torture,	girls’	rights,	and	
underage	marriage.	She	has	published	30	books	
including	these	from	Annick	Press:	Prison	Boy,	

End	of	the	Line,	Enemy	Territory,	and	Thunder	
Over	Kandahar.	In	2015,	CBC	included	Thunder	
Over	Kandahar	on	its	Best	100	YA	Books	list.	
She	sits	on	the	board	of	the	National	Reading	
Campaign,	and	on	the	Reading	Town	
Committee	of	Prince	Edward	Island,	a	
weeklong	celebration	of	reading	during	the	
first	week	of	May.	Sharon	lives	and	works	in	
Burlington,	Ont.,	from	January	to	April	every	
year.	The	balance	of	her	year	is	spent	on	Prince	
Edward	Island.	She	has	two	sons,	two	
grandchildren	and	one	husband.

NANCY	ROSE	lives	in	
Bedford,	Nova	Scotia,	
and	is	a	retired	
guidance	counsellor.	
Nancy	comes	from	a	
family	of	seven	
children	where	
creativity	was	
encouraged.	Her	
passion	for	
photography	and	
nature	merged	with	her	crafting	skills	when	she	
discovered	the	American	Red	Squirrels	who	
raided	her	bird	feeders.	By	making	miniature	
settings	and	squirrel-size	props,	she	created	
hundreds	of	scenarios	where	the	inquisitive	
squirrels	find	themselves	in	human	poses	as	
they	search	for	peanuts	hidden	in	the	props.	
Her	images	spread	across	the	Internet	and	
Nancy	was	encouraged	to	put	them	together	
into	books	for	squirrel	fans	of	all	ages.	Her	first	
children's	book,	The	Secret	Life	of	Squirrels,	was	
released	in	2014	with	a	Canadian	and	American	
version,	followed	by	two	more,	and	a	fourth	is	
in	the	works.	Mr.	Peanut's	offspring	still	visit	
daily	and	Nancy	hopes	that	together	they	can	
continue	to	delight	viewers	for	years	to	come.

JOSEPHINE	VACCARO-CHANG	is	a	self-professed	
chocoholic.	Her	favourite	colour	is	purple	and	
she	likes	to	do	arts	and	crafts.	She	holds	a	BA	
degree	from	University	of	Toronto,	is	a	certified	
Teacher	of	English	as	a	Second	Language,	and	
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loves	delivering	
interactive	workshops	
to	primary	aged	
children.	With	the	
help	of	her	hand-held	
puppets	and	six-foot	
sculpture	of	Ruby	(a	
red	flamingo),	
Josephine	makes	
literacy	fun.	Her	
books	include	We	Are	

Colourful	Friends,	The	Garden	of	Love,	We	Are	

Leaves,	and	Our	Colourful	Cookies	(co-
authored	with	Amanda	Chang).	Josephine	is	an	
active	member	of	the	Richmond	Hill,	Ontario,	
community	where	she	lives	with	her	amazing	
family.

DERMOT	WALSHE	is	
the	author	and	
illustrator	of	Mean	

Machines	(Impact	
Books);	Rematch	

(Flight	Graphic	Novel	
#	8);	and	TT	
Challenge	(Flight	

Graphic	Novel	#7).	
Dermot	also	
illustrated	The	Fossil	

Hunters	(Orca	Books).	He	has	been	working	
primarily	in	animation	since	1988	on	dozens	of	
TV	series	and	feature	films.	He	maintains	a	
freelance	business,	writing	and	developing	
projects	for	animation.	He	also	raced	
motorcycles,	worked	in	countries	from	Japan	
and	Indonesia	to	Florida	for	Disney	and	has	
two	CDs	of	his	own	original	music	published	
on	iTunes	under	the	band	name	"Heade	for	
Hobo."	Dermot	lives	in	Oakville,	Ont.,	with	his	
wife	and	three	marvellous	daughters	--	all	
accomplished	artists	in	their	own	right.

WADE	ALBERT	WHITE	hails	from	Nova	Scotia,	
land	of	wild	blueberries	and	Duck	Tolling	
Retrievers.	He	teaches	part-time,	dabbles	in	
animation,	and	spends	the	rest	of	his	time	as	a	

stay-at-home	dad.	It	is	also	possible	he	has	set	a	
new	record	as	the	slowest	10K	runner.	Ever.	He	
owns	one	pretend	cat	and	one	real	one,	and	
they	get	along	fabulously.	He	is	the	author	of	
The	Adventurer’s	Guide	to	Successful	Escapes	
(Little,	Brown	and	Company)	as	well	as	the	
forthcoming	The	Adventurer’s	Guide	to	
Dragons	(and	Why	They	Keep	Biting	Me)	

(Little,	Brown	and	Company).

http://creativearts.humber.ca
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NEWS ROUNDUP
By	Elizabeth	MacLeod

Deadline	for	SPRING	NEWS:	February	20,	2017
We’d	love	to	hear	from	you!	Let	us	know	about	
your	new	books,	tours,	awards,	launches,	etc.	
Email	the	details,	including	your	town	and	
province,	with	the	subject	line:	SPRING	NEWS	
to:	NewsRoundup@canscaip.org.

ATLANTIC REGION
L.	E.	CARMICHAEL	published	three	new	
children’s	science	books	last	fall:	Discover	

Forensic	Science	(Lerner),	Innovations	in	
Entertainment	(Crabtree)	and	Innovations	in	
Health	(Crabtree).	She	also	did	four	
presentations	during	Science	Literacy	Week,	
during	which	she	demonstrated	a	live	human-
animal	communication	experiment	and	taught	
a	total	of	300	school	kids	what	the	fox	REALLY	
says!	Lindsey	lives	in	Lewis	Lake,	Nova	Scotia.

QUEBEC
Welcome	to	new	Friends:	Chris	Hamilton,	
Wakefield	and	Nina	Pariser,	Montreal.

ONTARIO (OUTSIDE TORONTO)
Welcome	to	new	Friends:	Ameet	Bhar,	
Dundas;	Robyn	Fraser,	Guelph;	Garth	
Laidlaw,	Guelph;	Don	Rysdale,	Thorold;	
Ramon	Storr,	Thornhill;	Laura	Vernoy,	
Palgrave.

LISA	BEERE	acquired	a	traumatic	brain	injury	
on	August	9,	2015.	As	a	result,	she	suffers	from	
extreme	noise	sensitivity.	Lying	awake	due	to	
night-time	noises,	yet	again,	Lisa	“caught”	the	
idea	to	create	Night	Noises	(Crimson	Cloak	
Publishing),	her	first	children’s	book.	In	Night	
Noises,	Sam	is	afraid	of	the	dark	and	all	the	
noises	at	night	are	keeping	him	anxious	and	
awake.	One	by	one	his	family	attempts	to	help	
him	get	to	sleep.	Finally,	his	sister	Junie	has	a	
great	idea	and	gives	him	her	beloved	teddy	

bear.	The	book	is	targeted	at	readers	age	4	to	7	
years.	The	ebook	was	released	October	28,	with	
the	print	format	published	November	8.	
Ingram	will	also	have	the	print	and	ebook	
formats	available	May	1.	Lisa	has	19	more	
children’s	stories	with	book	contracts	that	will	
be	coming	out	over	the	next	two	years!	She	lives	
in	Ottawa.

HOLLY	BENNETT	has	a	
new	young	adult	
novel	coming	out	in	
January.	Drawn	Away	
(Orca	Books)	is	her	
seventh	book	and	first	
contemporary	
fiction—though	still	
on	the	speculative	
side.	Holly’s	previous	
books	have	been	
nominated	for	the	White	Pine	Award,	Snow	
Willow	Award,	Stellar	Teen	Book	Award	and	
Sunburst	Award.	Holly	lives	in	Peterborough.

CELIA	GODKIN	is	pleased	to	announce	the	
release	of	her	latest	environmental	picture	
book,	The	Wolves	Return	(Pajama	Press).	
Celia’s	best-known	book,	Wolf	Island	

(Fitzhenry	&	Whiteside),	explored	what	
happened	to	a	small	island	ecosystem	when	
wolves	were	removed.	The	Wolves	Return	is	the	
good-news	true	story	of	the	opposite	process,	
of	wolves	being	reintroduced	to	Yellowstone	
Park,	an	initiative	that	has	led	to	increased	
biodiversity	in	the	world’s	first-ever	national	
park.	The	book	was	released	in	the	United	
States	in	December	and	will	be	released	in	
Canada	in	March.	Celia	lives	in	Frankville.

JO	ELLEN	BOGART’s	book	The	White	Cat	and	

the	Monk	(Groundwood	Books/House	of	
Anansi),	with	art	by	Sydney	Smith,	was	a	
finalist	for	the	Governor	General’s	Award	in	the	
category	Young	People’s	Literature	(Illustrated	
Books).	A	Junior	Library	Guild	choice	and	
recipient	of	five	starred	reviews,	the	book	was	

mailto:NewsRoundup@canscaip.org
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also	a	New	York	Times	Editor’s	Choice	and	was	
included	in	the	New	York	Times	list	of	Best	
Illustrated	Books	of	2016.	School	Library	
Journal	included	the	book	on	its	best	of	2016	
list.	Jo	Ellen	lives	in	Guelph.

THÉRÈSE	CILIA	just	released	her	third	picture	
book,	written	by	Janet	Barkhouse.	Keeper	of	the	
Light	(Formac	Publishing	Company)	is	a	
heartwarming	story	about	a	girl	who,	after	the	
death	of	her	father	at	sea,	helps	her	family	by	
going	to	work	for	the	lighthouse	keepers	on	a	
nearby	island.	When	they	must	leave	for	a	
medical	emergency,	11-year-old	Sara	is	left	
alone	to	light	the	way	as	a	terrible	storm	
approaches.	This	early	1900s	tale	is	based	on	
the	true	experiences	of	children	who	worked	at	
lighthouses.	Thérèse’s	previous	books	include	
Bullet	the	New	Steam	Engine	and	Over	by	the	

Harbour	(both	Flanker	Press),	both	by	Dwayne	
LaFitte.	Over	by	the	Harbour	was	selected	by	
the	Canadian	Children’s	Book	Centre	as	a	Best	
Books	for	Kids	&	Teens.	Thérèse	lives	in	
Belleville.

ALAN	CUMYN	has	
been	selected	by	the	
Writers’	Trust	of	
Canada	as	the	winner	
of	the	2016	Vicky	
Metcalf	Award	for	
body	of	work	for	
literature	for	young	
people.	Alan	teaches	
through	the	Vermont	
College	of	Fine	Arts,	

where	he	is	faculty	chair	in	the	MFA	program	in	
Writing	for	Children	and	Young	Adults.	His	
latest	young	adult	novel	is	Hot	Pterodactyl	

Boyfriend	(Simon	and	Schuster	Canada).	He	
will	be	touring	northern	Saskatchewan	in	May	
as	part	of	the	TD	Canadian	Children’s	Book	
Week.	Alan	lives	in	Ottawa.

KAREN	HOOD-CADDY,	author	of	“The	Wild	
Place	Adventure”	series	(Dundurn	Press),	is	

excited	about	the	screen	play	Guy	Mullally	has	
just	written	for	the	first	book	in	that	series,	
Howl.	Dundurn	Press	has	sold	the	film	options	
to	Maggie	Monteith	for	the	first	three	books	in	
the	eco-fiction	series.	Karen	lives	in	
Collingwood	and	Parry	Sound.

SUE	IRWIN’s	first	book,	Safety	Stars—Players	

who	fought	to	make	the	hard-hitting	game	of	

professional	hockey	safer	(Lorimer)	was	
published	in	February	2015.	That	summer,	
because	of	its	emphasis	on	concussions,	Safety	
Stars	received	the	Elementary	Teachers’	
Federation	of	Ontario	“Curriculum	
Development	Award.”	The	Canadian	Children’s	
Book	Centre	named	the	book	a	2015	Best	Books	
for	Kids	and	Teens	selection.	And	now,	it’s	been	
nominated	for	the	2017	Forest	of	Reading	Silver	
Birch	Non-Fiction	Award.	Sue	is	excited	about	
visiting	libraries	and	classrooms	all	across	
Ontario,	speaking	with	elementary	school	
students	about	our	nation’s	favourite	winter	
sport,	as	well	as	the	serious	issue	of	concussions	
and	more.	Sue	lives	in	Grimsby.

HEATHER	KIRK	
published	two	books	
this	fall.	The	first	was	
a	reissue	of	her	
version	of	the	classic	
Canadian	novel,	
Wacousta	by	John	
Richardson,	who	was	
Canada’s	first	native-
born	novelist.	The	
second	was	a	new	
book	titled,	Seeking	Peace:	The	Quakers.	This	
330-page	book,	illustrated	with	almost	100	
images,	traces	the	long	existence—more	than	
360	years—of	one	of	the	most	enduring		
nonviolent-resistance	movements	in	history.	
Seeking	Peace	is	aimed	at	average	adult	readers	
as	well	as	students	in	senior	high	school	and	
junior	college.	The	book	is	a	companion	to	
Heather’s	previous	book	Be	Not	Afraid:	The	
Polish	(R)evolution,	“Solidarity”	(all	Borealis	
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Press),	about	a	little-known	pacifist	movement,	
the	Polish	Solidarity	movement	of	the	1980s.	
Heather	lives	in	Barrie.

SYLVIA	McNICOLL	marks	a	brand	new	year	of	
mistakes	in	January	when	she	launches	“The	
Great	Mistake	Mystery”	series	(Dundurn	
Press).	The	series	begins	with	The	Best	Mistake	

Mystery—anxious	12	year-old	Stephen	Noble	
counts	his	errors	instead	of	his	blessings.	
Together	with	his	sassy	sidekick	Renée	Kobai,	
he	walks	dogs	Ping	and	Pong,	and	through	his	
mistakes,	solves	neighbourhood	mysteries.	
Sylvia	lives	in	Burlington.

JENNIFER	MOOK-SANG’s	humorous	middle	
grade	novel	Speechless	(Scholastic)	was	most	
recently	nominated	for	the	Langley	Book	of	the	
Year	award	and	chosen	for	the	TD	Summer	
Reading	Club	2017.	CBC	Books	also	announced	
that	it	was	“shortlisted	for	a	slew	of	awards.”	
Jennifer	has	been	busy	with	presentations	to	
small	people	and	just	finished	a	series	of	
creative	writing	workshops	for	“Sophie’s	
Studio”	with	the	Toronto	Public	Library.	She’s	
not	sure	about	the	students,	but	said	it	was	the	
most	fun	she’d	had	in	ages.	Sophie’s	Studio	was	
created	to	support	literacy,	creativity	and	
writing	skills	in	children	through	a	gracious	
bequest	from	long-time	patron	Sophia	Lucyk.	
Jennifer	lives	in	Burlington.

KATHY	STINSON	had	a	busy	fall.	She	was	Writer	
in	Residence	for	Wellington	County	Libraries,	
did	Wordfest	readings	in	Calgary,	took	part	in	a	
“Welcome”	event	for	Syrian	refugees	in	Guelph,	
gave	a	master	class	about	picture	book	writing	
at	Packaging	Your	Imagination,	as	well	as	
worked	on	her	own	new	picture	book	text	and	
her	first	adult	novel.	This	winter	sees	the	world	
premiere	at	the	Kennedy	Center	in	
Washington,	D.C.,	of	the	family-concert	version	
of	The	Man	with	the	Violin,	featuring	“The	
Man”	himself	(Joshua	Bell),	and	the	release	of	
The	Dance	of	the	Violin	(both	Annick	Press),	
based	on	a	childhood	experience	of	Joshua	

Bell’s,	and	illustrated	(magnificently!)	by	Dušan	
Petričić.	Kathy	lives	in	Rockwood.

JOSEPHINE	VACCARO-CHANG,	author/
illustrator	and	artist,	created	an	elegant,	six-
foot	pink	sculpture	named	Gigi,	inspired	by	the	
giraffe	in	the	popular	children’s	book	We	Are	

Colourful	Friends	(Dancing	In	The	Rain	
Publishing)	and	funded	through	the	generosity	
of	the	town	of	Richmond	Hill’s	Community	
and	Cultural	Grant	program.	Josephine	and	
Gigi	have	been	busy	delivering	interactive	
workshops	to	primary-age	children	throughout	
the	Greater	Toronto	Area.	The	junior/senior	
kindergarten	workshop	focuses	on	literacy	and	
includes	hand-held	puppets,	creating	a	class	
collage	and	acting	out	the	pages	of	the	book.	
The	grades	1	to	3	workshop	focuses	on	the	
process	of	creating	books.	Children	are	exposed	
to	original	artwork,	print	proofs,	final	products,	
etc.	Students	complete	individual	worksheets	
that	are	then	published	as	e-books.For	more	
details	and/or	to	book	a	workshop	at	your	
school	or	library	visit:	
www.WeAreColourfulFriends.ca.

TORONTO
Welcome	to	new	Friends:	Andrea	Blinick,	
Lisa	Ernst,	Stephanie	Phoenix,	Sarah	
Ramsey,	Livia	Savin	and	Dennis	Zaidi.

ANDREA	CURTIS’s	second	kids’	book	about	
food,	Eat	This!	How	Fast	Food	Marketing	Gets	

You	to	Buy	Junk	(And	How	to	Fight	Back)	
(Red	Deer	Press)	is	aimed	at	kids	age	9	to	12.	
Eat	This!	is	a	media	literacy	and	food	literacy	
picture	book.	It	will	be	launched	in	March	2017	
and	comes	out	at	a	key	time	as	the	federal	
government	works	toward	regulations	limiting	
marketing	fast	food	and	sugary	beverages	to	
kids.

ANNE	DUBLIN	received	the	Canadian	Jewish	
Literary	Award	(Youth	Literature)	for	her	
historical	novel	44	Hours	or	Strike!	(Second	
Story	Press)	on	October	30	in	Toronto.	“The	

http://www.WeAreColourfulFriends.ca
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Canadian	Jewish	Literary	Awards	(CJLA)	
recognize	the	finest	books	with	Jewish	themes	
and	subjects	by	Canadian	authors	in	a	variety	
of	genres.”

Ann	Dublin	with	Judith	Ghert

THEO	HERAS	travelled	to	Montreal	and	Halifax	
in	November	with	her	picture	book	Hat	On,	

Hat	Off	(Pajama	Press),	illustrated	by	RENNÉ	
BENOIT.	Theo	visited	and	read	her	book	at	
Mam	&	Pop,	a	new	children’s	craft	store	in	
Montreal,	and	the	venerable	Livres	Babar	
Books,	in	Pointe	Claire.	In	Halifax,	she	was	
greeted	by	a	boisterous	group	of	preschoolers	
at	Woozles,	Canada’s	oldest	children’s	
bookstore.	Theo’s	next	trip	is	to	New	York	
where	she	will	read	to	children	at	a	day	care	and	
the	67th	Street	Branch	of	the	New	York	Public	
Library.

NADIA	HOHN’s	book	Malaika’s	Costume	
(Groundwood	Books)	will	be	translated	into	
French	and	published	in	January	by	Scholastic	
Canada.	The	illustrator	is	Irene	Luxbacher.	
Currently,	Nadia	is	based	in	Abu	Dhabi,	UAE.

ELIZABETH	MACLEOD’s	latest	book	is	Top	Dogs:	

Canines	that	Made	History	(Annick	Press).	It	
tells	the	story	of	such	dogs	as	Lewis	and	Clark’s	
Newfoundland,	Seaman;	“Sergeant”	Stubby,	a	
World	War	I	hero;	Trakr,	the	German	shepherd	
that	found	the	last	survivor	under	the	World	

Trade	Center	on	9/11;	and	more.	Liz	was	
delighted	to	learn	that	her	book	Vanished:	True	
Tales	of	Mysterious	Disappearances	(Annick	
Press)	has	been	nominated	for	the	Red	Maple	
Book	Award,	is	a	starred	selection	in	Best	Books	
for	Kids	&	Teens	2016	and	won	a	Silver	Eureka!	
Award	from	the	California	Reading	
Association.	Canada	Year	by	Year	(Kids	Can	
Press),	Liz’s	book	celebrating	Canada’s	
upcoming	sesquicentennial,	has	been	chosen	as	
one	of	Quill	&	Quire’s	Top	5	Kids’	Book	of	2016,	
as	well	as	a	“Heather’s	Pick”	at	Indigo	
bookstores.	It’s	also	getting	great	reviews.	
“MacLeod	takes	a	consciously	multicultural	
approach,”	says	Kirkus,	“highlighting	both	
highlights	and	lowlights…	Both	revelatory	and	
entertaining….”

MARY	JENNIFER	PAYNE	released	two	novels	at	
the	end	of	2016.	Enough	(Orca	Books)	is	a	gritty	
hi-lo	novel	about	a	girl	who	flees	her	
stepfather’s	sexual	abuse	and	was	published	in	
October.	On	December	17,	the	first	book	in	the	
“Daughters	of	Light”	trilogy,	Finding	Jade	
(Dundurn	Press),	was	released.	Mary	Jennifer	
will	be	signing	copies	of	Finding	Jade	at	the	
Chapters/Indigo	store	at	Yonge	and	Eglinton	on	
Saturday,	January	7,	from	1:00	to	4:00	p.	m.	
There	will	also	be	a	book	launch	party	at	Type	
Books	on	Queen	West	on	Friday,	January	27.

ALLAN	STRATTON	was	a	presenter	at	this	
September’s	Festivaletteratura	in	Mantova,	
Italy,	speaking	about	his	Red	Maple	Award	
winning-novel	The	Dogs	(Scholastic	Canada).	
In	October,	he	was	in	Warsaw,	Poland,	to	see	
the	Polish-language	premiere	of	his	1980	
comedy	Nurse	Jane	Goes	to	Hawaii,	which	has	
been	playing	at	Teatr	Capital	since	last	April.	
While	there	Alan	met	with	his	Polish	publisher	
Foksal,	who	brought	out	The	Dogs	last	spring.	
The	book	has	also	recently	been	picked	up	by	
Pandora/Trei,	Romania,	which	is	its	fourteenth	
territory.	The	Grave	Robber’s	Apprentice	
(HarperCollins	Canada)	has	been	bought	by	
Marti,	Turkey,	its	seventh	territory.	The	Curse	of	
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the	Dream	Witch	(Scholastic	Canada)	is	in	final	
negotiations	with	Stabenfeldt,	Sweden,	its	fifth	
territory.	Leslie’s	Journal	(Annick	Press)	was	
published	in	the	fall	by	Milan/Bayard,	France,	
its	sixth	territory.	And	Chanda’s	Secrets	
(Annick	Press)	has	just	come	out	in	a	new	
Taiwanese	edition	from	Hsiao	Lu	Publishing,	
its	nineteenth	territory.	His	new	novel,	The	
Way	Back	Home	(Scholastic	Canada,	Andersen	
Press,	UK),	will	be	published	in	May.

FRIEDA	WISHINSKY	and	ELIZABETH	
MACLEOD’s	book	Colossal	Canada:	100	Epic	
Facts	and	Feats	(Scholastic	Canada)	has	been	
selected	as	one	of	the	“Recommended	Reads”	
for	the	TD	Summer	Reading	Club	in	2017.	

Karen	Krossing,	Elizabeth	MacLeod,	Frieda	Wishinsky	

at	TD	Gala

The	club	involves	more	than	2,000	libraries	and	
650,000	readers	across	the	country.	Next	year’s	
reading	list	is	the	first	time	all	the	books	on	the	
list	will	be	Canadian,	to	celebrate	Canada’s	
150th	birthday.

MANITOBA, SASKATCHEWAN, 
ALBERTA
Welcome	to	new	Friends:	Olatunde	Aboaba,	
Regina;	Amanda	Connolly,	Calgary;	Deidre	D	
Havrelock,	Lethbridge;	and	Leslie	Vermeer,	
Edmonton.

JOAN	MARIE	GALAT	launched	her	newest	title,	
Dot	to	Dot	in	the	Sky,	Stories	of	the	Aurora	
(Whitecap	Books)	at	the	Telus	World	of	Science	

in	Edmonton	on	December	3.	She	literally	
“launched”	the	book	in	a	rocket!	The	event	
included	a	reading	and	signing,	as	well	as	
entertainment,	an	astronaut	impersonator,	
family	activities	and	door	prizes.	Joan	lives	in	
Parkland	County,	near	Edmonton.

SIMON	ROSE’s	latest	book	offering	advice	and	
tips	for	both	aspiring	and	established	writers	is	
now	available.	The	Time	Traveler’s	Guide	
(Sorcerer’s	Letterbox	Publishing)	examines	the	
writing	of	time	travel	stories	and	historical	
fiction.	Books	always	transport	us	to	other	
places,	especially	stories	involving	time	travel	
or	those	set	in	different	historical	eras.	The	
book	examines	the	definition	of	time	travel	and	
historical	fiction,	the	creation	of	time	
machines,	methods	and	devices,	selecting	
historical	eras	and	settings,	and	creating	
characters	and	crafting	dialogue.	The	book	also	
explores	common	issues	with	time	travel	stories	
and	the	importance	of	research,	plausibility,	
description	and	plot,	along	with	writing	about	
time	travel	into	the	future,	alternate	history	
and	parallel	universes.	The	Time	Traveler’s	

Guide	is	an	excellent	resource	for	those	writing	
time	travel	or	historical	fiction	stories	for	both	
children	and	adults.	Simon	lives	in	Calgary.

KRISTINE	SCARROW’s	
second	young	adult	
novel	If	This	Is	Home	
(Dundurn	Press)	will	
be	released	January	
28.	The	book	follows	
16-year-old	Jayce	who	
searches	for	her	
estranged	father	after	
she	learns	that	her	
mom	has	terminal	
cancer.	Kristine	teaches	writing	as	a	healing	art	
and	is	the	writer-in-residence	at	St.	Paul’s	
Hospital	in	Saskatoon.	She	also	wrote	
Throwaway	Girl	(Dundurn	Press).	Kristine	lives	
in	Saskatoon.
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JUDITH	
SILVERTHORNE’s	
book	Convictions	
(Coteau	Books)	
recently	won	the	Gold	
Moonbeam	Children’s	
Book	Award	for	
Young	Adult	Fiction	
—	Historical/
Cultural.	Judith	was	
also	shortlisted	for	

two	High	Plains	Book	Awards	for	her	English/
Cree	book,	Honouring	the	Buffalo	(Your	
Nickel’s	Worth	Publishing).	She	has	been	
selected	to	participate	in	the	TD	Canadian	
Children’s	Book	Week	Tour	from	May	6	to	13,	
2017.	Judith	lives	in	Regina.

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Welcome	to	new	Friend:	Trina	Wiebe,	
Invermere.

NORMA	CHARLES’	latest	novel	Last	Chance	
Island	(Ronsdale)	is	reported	to	be	a	top	seller	
in	the	fall	issue	of	BC	Book	World.	Norma	also	
wrote	to	say	that	James	Heneghan	(Vancouver)	
recently	won	the	2017	Phoenix	Award	from	the	
Children’s	Literature	Association	for	his	book	
Wish	Me	Luck	(Farrar	Straus	Giroux).	Few	
Canadians	have	won	this	award—MONICA	
HUGHES	won	it	in	2000	for	Keeper	of	the	Isis	
Light	(Aladdin).	Norma	lives	in	Vancouver.		

CLAIRE	EAMER	has	two	new	books	coming	out	
this	spring.	What	a	Waste!	Where	Does	

Garbage	Go?	(Annick	Press)	is	due	out	March	
14.	Claire’s	first	picture	book,	Underneath	the	
Sidewalk	(Scholastic	Canada),	is	illustrated	by	
Thomas	Gibault	and	will	be	released	February	
28.	Claire	lives	on	Gabriola	Island.

DEBORAH	HODGE	is	thrilled	and	very	grateful	
to	have	West	Coast	Wild:	A	Nature	Alphabet	
(Groundwood	Books)	recognized	as	the	winner	
for	the	Information	Book	Award	from	the	
Children’s	Literature	Roundtables	of	Canada.	

She	shares	this	
honour	with	her	
marvellous	co-
creator,	KAREN	
RECZUCH,	whose	
gorgeous	illustrations	
bring	the	book	to	life.	
They	were	delighted	
to	be	in	the	company	
of	so	many	wonderful	
books	on	this	year’s	
shortlist	and	send	congratulations	to	all!	West	

Coast	Wild	has	also	been	shortlisted	for	the	
Silver	Birch	Express	Award	and	the	Chocolate	
Lily	Award.	In	addition,	it	was	selected	as	the	
Featured	Book	for	Vancouver	Schools,	by	the	
Vancouver	Elementary	Principals	and	Vice	
Principals	Association.	Deborah	and	Karen	
look	forward	to	visiting	Ontario	in	May	for	the	
Silver	Birch	festivities!	Deborah	lives	in	
Vancouver	and	Karen	lives	in	Kelowna.	

JULIE	LAWSON	has	signed	a	contract	with	
Nimbus	Publishing	for	a	young	adult	novel	set	
during	the	Halifax	Explosion.	The	story	takes	a	
different	approach	than	that	of	Julie’s	“Dear	
Canada”	book	on	the	subject,	No	Safe	Harbour	

(Scholastic	Canada).	Her	new	book	will	be	out	
in	time	for	the	centenary	of	the	1917	disaster.	To	
celebrate	the	upcoming	25th	anniversary	of	
Julie	Lawson’s	first	young	adult	novel,	White	

Jade	Tiger,	Dundurn	Press	(the	original	
publisher)	is	publishing	a	new	edition—
complete	with	a	dramatic	new	cover.	White	Jade	

Tiger	won	the	Sheila	A	Egoff	Award	and	is	a	
CLA	Honour	Book.	It	was	also	a	runner-up	for	
the	Silver	Birch	Award.	Julie	lives	in	Victoria.

ANNE	PATTON	is	honoured	to	have	her	middle	
grade	novel	Through	Flood	and	Fire	(Coteau	
Books)	nominated	for	the	Chocolate	Lily	
Award.	This	is	a	readers’	choice	award	for	
authors	and	illustrators	residing	in	British	
Columbia.	Anne’s	novel	relates	the	
misadventures	of	a	family	of	Barr	Colonists	
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seeking	a	homestead	on	the	Canadian	prairie	in	
1093.	Anne	lives	in	Victoria.

GILLIAN	
RICHARDSON’S	
nonfiction	book	10	
Ships	That	Rocked	the	

World	(Annick	Press)	
is	a	finalist	for	the	
2017	OLA	Golden	Oak	
Award.	Her	third	title	
in	the	“World	of	Tens”	
series,	10	Routes	That	
Crossed	the	World	

(Annick	Press),	will	be	released	in	April	2017.	
Gillian	lives	in	Blind	Bay.	

MARGRIET	RUURS’s	newest	book,	Stepping	
Stones,	A	Refugee	Family’s	Journey	(Orca	
Books),	was	launched	in	Victoria	and	reached	
the	bestseller	list	by	the	end	of	October.	
Margriet	recently	shared	the	book	at	
international	schools	in	Qatar	and	Saudi	
Arabia.	The	book	is	available	to	schools	and	
organizations	as	a	fundraiser	for	refugee	causes.	
In	July	2017	Margriet	will	be	on	the	faculty	of	
the	Oregon	Coast	Children’s	Book	Writers	
Workshop	in	Oceanside,	Oregon.	Go	to	
www.occbww.org	to	find	out	more.	Margriet	
lives	on	Salt	Spring	Island.

JOCELYN	SHIPLEY’s	new	novel	Shatterproof	for	
reluctant	readers	ages	10	to	14,	is	now	available	
in	the	“Currents”	series.	One	of	her	stories	was	
shortlisted	for	the	2016	Surrey	International	
Writers’	Conference	Storyteller’s	Award	and	her	
young	adult	novel	Impossible	(both	Orca)	will	
be	published	in	the	“Soundings”	series	in	
spring	2018.	Jocelyn	lives	in	Toronto	and	on	
Vancouver	Island.

IRENE	N.	WATTS	has	published	a	new	graphic	
novel,	Seeking	Refuge	(Tradewind	Books),	
illustrated	by	Kathryn	E.	Shoemaker.	A	twelve-
year-old	refugee	leaves	her	parents	and	country	
of	birth	to	find	safety	in	Britain.	But	safety	does	
not	make	up	for	her	loneliness	amongst	

strangers,	whose	language	and	customs	she	
finds	difficult	to	understand.	Her	first	year	
during	a	time	of	war	makes	separation	from	
family	doubly	poignant.	The	book	is	a	
companion	piece	for	Watts	and	Shoemaker’s	
first	graphic	novel,	Good-Bye	Marianne	(Tundra	
Books).	Irene	lives	in	Vancouver.

INTERNATIONAL
Welcome	to	new	Friend:	Linda	Mauro,	Bolton,	
MA,	USA.

GORDON	KORMAN’s	89th	book	(“Can	you	
believe	that	number?”	asks	Gordon)	was	
released	at	the	end	of	September.	Jingle	is	the	
eighth	book	in	the	“Swindle”	series	and	is	a	
Christmas/Hannukah	story	with	“good,	old”	
Luthor	on	the	cover.	Also	new	is	Slacker	(both	
Scholastic	Inc.),	about	a	video-game-addicted	
couch	potato	who	is	interested	in	nothing	and	
ends	up	at	the	center	of	everything.	Gordon	
lives	in	Great	Neck,	New	York.

NOTE:	Members	can	be	emailed	via	the	
form	on	their	CANSCAIP	web	page.	We	no	
longer	include	contact	information	in	the	
NEWS.
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The	Fourth	Annual	
CLAIRE	MACKAY	Memorial	Lecture
In	2013	CANSCAIP	renamed	our	Packaging	Your	

Imagination	keynote	address	in	honour	of	our	co-

founder	Claire	Mackay.	As	an	ongoing	and	constant	

reminder	of	the	strong	vision	Claire	had	for	

CANSCAIP	as	an	organization	of	support	and	

outreach,	we	decided	that	the	memorial	lecture	

would	be	printed	in	our	newsletter	as	well	as	

delivered	at	PYI.

Bookmarks from a 
Life in Publishing
By	David	Booth

Entering	the	World	of	Children’s	Books	
(Online	and	In	Print)
This	talk	is	about	my	journey	through	the	
world	of	books	for	children,	from	birth	through	
the	teen-age	years	to	the	child	that	hides	in	all	
of	us.	This	includes	my	personal	reading	past,	
my	son’s	book	years,	my	grandchildren’s	texts,	
and	my	sixty	years	in	different	Canadian	
schools,	from	primary	grades	to	graduate	
students.	Perhaps	my	story	will	jog	your	
memory,	energize	you,	or	nudge	you	toward	
other,	better	goals.

I	was	a	reader	from	the	age	of	five	years	on,	
resourced	by	the	Sarnia	Public	Library,	and	
monitored	by	my	mother.	First	Grade	was	the	
époque	of	Dick	and	Jane.	In	grade	four,	I	read	
all	of	the	Andrew	Lang	collections	of	fairy	tales.	
In	grade	five,	everyone	in	the	class	read	the	
same	text,	The	Treasury	Readers,	republished	
in	the	14ÖÜ	edition	in	1946,	but	I	seemed	to	be	
the	only	one	who	enjoyed	it.	The	stories	were	
generally	from	British	writers,	with	a	poem	or	
two	by	Canadian	writers	like	Bliss	Carmen	and	
Archibald	Lampman.	In	its	defence,	there	was	a	
final	section	called	“Canada	Our	Homeland”,	
which	included	a	piece	by	Rudyard	Kipling,	and	
ended	with	“The	Athenian	Youths’	Pledge”.	
High	school	followed	the	traditional	model:	
one	novel	(Prester	John),	one	play	by	

Shakespeare	(Romeo	and	Juliet),	one	short	story	
anthology	(British)	and	poems	(classical	British	
poets).	Such	was	my	history	of	books	for	
children	in	school.	However,	at	home,	Ernest	
Thomas	Seton’s	Animal	Stories,	The	Swiss	

Family	Robinson,	Robinson	Crusoe,	The	Man	in	

the	Iron	Mask,	and	others	filled	my	imaginative	
life	with	words	and	structures	and	stories	that	
still	resonate	today.	And	I	mustn’t	leave	out	
comic	books,	which	were	weekend	treats	that	
today	are	big	boffo	films.	My	parents	belonged	
to	the	Book	of	the	Month	Club,	so	I	had	access	
to	Somerset	Maugham,	Ernest	Hemingway,	and	
even	Mickey	Spillane.

I	read	the	Toronto	Telegram	newspaper	
thoroughly	every	day,	and	was	a	radio	devotee.	
As	well,	there	are	the	stories	and	hymns	from	
an	Anglican	church	past.	These	represent	my	
backpack	of	literature	and	literacy	from	a	
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childhood	spent	in	the	home	and	schools	of	
small	towns	in	Ontario.	I	am	wondering	about	
the	contents	of	the	book	backpacks	of	today’s	
children,	and	your	roles	in	deciding	what	
resources	could	fill	them.	In	fifty	years,	what	
will	they	remember?	What	shared	book	
memories	will	bring	back	laughter	or	tears?	
What	will	“Canadian”	mean?	What	will	matter?	
What	effect	will	you	have?	And	what	is	in	your	
backpacks	that	will	add	richness	to	your	
writing	and	to	the	lives	of	our	children?

I	am	in	the	Robins	Group
I	began	teaching	in	Hamilton	in	1958	when	
John	Diefenbaker	was	Prime	Minister	of	
Canada	and	Eisenhower	president	of	the	US.	I	
had	45	grade	five	students	in	my	classroom	and	
early	in	September	the	consultant	arrived	with	
45	textbooks.	I	was	to	be	the	pilot	teacher	for	
three-group	reading.	The	students	would	be	
divided	into	three	ability	groups,	and	each	
student	would	have	a	reader	chosen	for	the	
group.	The	limited	readers	read	Young	Canada	
Reads,	the	top	group	read	Proud	Processions,	
and	the	middle	group	read	Gay	Adventurers.	
Luckily,	the	number	of	students	at	each	level	
seemed	to	match	the	number	of	books.

Since	we	had	no	school	library,	how	
fortunate	was	I	when	Walter	raised	his	hand	
and	said,	“Why	don’t	we	go	to	the	public	library	
and	get	some	real	books?”	And	so	we	did.	That	
day.	And	the	kind	librarian	at	the	small	
neighbourhood	Kenilworth	Library	let	us	take	
out	as	many	books	as	we	wanted.	Back	in	the	
classroom,	we	filled	the	bookshelves	with	these	
treasures,	and	my	life	changed.	The	children	
began	reading	and	writing	about	and	
discussing	these	magic	texts,	filled	with	stories	
and	information	written	by	authors	like	you.	
We	trotted	back	to	the	library	every	other	week	
for	new	resources,	and	students	learned	to	
select	the	texts	they	could	handle,	and	the	texts	
they	wanted.	I	grew	into	being	a	reading	
teacher	alongside	45	students	who	learned	to	
be	readers,	and	lo	and	behold,	we	were	at	the	

forefront	of	another	literacy	movement.	These	
real	books	would	live	alongside	school	
anthologies	for	the	next	two	decades.

Publish	or	Perish
As	a	university	professor,	the	demand	to	
publish	research	articles	is	unrelenting.	
However,	I	was	taught	by	the	best	to	work	
underground,	to	write	for	teachers	in	such	a	
way	as	to	have	your	work	read.	And	so	my	
career	in	publishing	is	school-centred,	
classroom-based	research,	with	writings	and	
dialogues	by	real	teachers	and	real	students.	
But	the	good	luck	that	followed	me	was	the	
transition	I	made	to	developing	texts	for	the	
classroom	that	had	the	ring	of	research	around	
them.	School	anthologies,	still	relevant	in	the	
seventies	and	eighties,	meant	I	could	write	and	
select	stories,	poems	and	information	articles	
for	students	under	the	umbrella	of	approved	
texts	for	school	use.	Since	30%	of	the	contents	
had	to	be	Canadian,	I	immersed	myself	in	
discovering	our	country’s	writers,	illustrators	
and	poets,	and	found	such	excellent	selections	
to	share	with	children	in	schools.	Incorporating	
literature	by	real	authors	into	classroom	
readers	panicked	some	parents,	especially	in	
the	States.	Authentic	stories	told	of	single	
parents,	troubled	children,	minority	characters,	
complex	life	circumstances-	the	hallmark	of	
trade	books,	and	the	censoring	of	school	texts,	
(which	I	lived	through),	and	which	still	causes	
some	publishers	to	weaken	their	stories	from	
fear	of	attack.	These	anthologies	had	
limitations,	of	course,	but	shared	texts	filled	
with	quality	selections,	followed	by	honest	
discussion,	have	certain	benefits,	especially	
when	balanced	with	trade	books	and	read-
alouds.	Literacy	could	flourish	here.

Controlled	Vocabulary	for	
Uncontrollable	Students
Driven	by	assessment	needs,	guided	reading	
programs	were	developed	using	very	
controlled,	levelled	texts,	originally	for	students	
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in	grade	one	who	were	not	yet	reading	at	an	
appropriate	level,	but	quickly	became	the	
modus	operandi	for	primary/junior	students.	A	
child	could	move	up	a	level	when	deemed	
proficient	with	the	level	just	completed.	Of	
course,	hundreds	of	leveled	books	were	needed	
to	resource	this	program,	and	now	these	
dominate	the	school	publishing	world.	They	
are	usually	written	in-house,	and	follow	a	tight	
formula	for	progressing	through	the	levels.	
There	are	few	if	any	anthologies	or	grade	
readers	used	now	in	Canada;	instead,	levelled	
books	are	bundled	in	groups	of	five	or	six	for	
classroom	use.	They	really	follow	the	language	
pattern	of	Dick	and	Jane	readers,	but	the	
content	is	contemporary,	and	often	includes	
issues	and	themes	from	popular	culture.	But	
word	control	does	not	necessarily	determine	
quality	of	text.	However,	many	children	learned	
to	read	with	authors	like	Arnold	Lobel,	whose	
Toad	and	Frog	books	contained	a	very	small	
number	of	words,	or	Bill	Martin	Jr’s	Brown	Bear,	
Brown	Bear.		And	Canada	has	many	fine	books,	
like	Kathy	Stinson’s	Red	Is	Best,	or	Jon	Klassen’s	
I	Want	My	Hat	Back,	using	few	words	and	big	
ideas	to	entertain	and	educate	young	readers.	I	
could	teach	most	young	children	to	read	just	
with	Denis	Lee’s	poems.

While	levelled	texts	can	support	young	
readers	who	are	making	their	way	into	print,	we	
need	to	continue	expanding	their	literacy	lives	
with	books	we	read	aloud	to	them,	books	where	
they	can	join	in	or	read	along,	information	
books	that	expand	their	knowledge	base,	songs	
and	poems	accompanied	by	printed	text,	and	
stories	they	listen	to,	remember,	and	read	by	
themselves.

Meeting	Books	Face	to	Face
From	my	early	teaching	years,	we	either	had	
school	libraries	or	the	book	mobile	supplying	
books	for	students	to	select,	and	perhaps	a	few	
moments	on	Friday	to	read	them	in	school.	But	
in	the	late	sixties,	independent	or	
individualized	reading	programs	helped	move	

authentic	texts	into	classroom	teaching	and	
learning.	It	was	a	tough	sell;	many	teachers	
preferred	the	standardized	grade	anthology-	
the	Reader-	rather	than	coping	with	30	
different	books	without	instructional	manuals	
for	the	teacher.	We	had	to	set	up	organizational	
patterns	for	book	selection,	teach	students	
appropriate	ways	to	select	a	book,	invent	
follow-up	activities	for	comprehension,	and	
worry	about	how	we	would	assess	their	reading	
progress,	never	mind	keeping	some	classroom	
order.	But	this	new	methodology	gave	rise	to	
the	paperback	publishing	industry,	and	to	an	
opening	for	Canadian	authors.	School	
librarians	became	the	literature	experts	that	we	
needed	to	help	us	develop	resources	and	
structures	for	running	a	program	focused	on	
actual	books	written	by	real	authors	to	be	read	
in	school	time.	Librarians	began	to	invite	
authors	into	the	school,	and	in-service	
programs	for	teachers	featured	authors	and	
illustrators	as	guest	presenters.	The	Children’s	
Book	Store	under	Judy	Sarick’s	wise	guidance	
brought	dozens	of	authors	to	Saturday	sessions	
for	teachers	and	children;	teacher	colleges	
offered	curriculum	courses	in	children’s	
literature;	YA	novels	played	a	prominent	role	in	
older	students’	reading	lives;	media	included	
authors	and	educators	talking	about	books	for	
young	people	(I	spent	a	year	on	Peter	Gzowski’s	
CBC	radio	panel	discussing	children’s	books).

My	eight-year-old	granddaughter,	Mara,	is	a	
Harry	Potter	fan.	Her	mother	read	each	one	to	
her,	“under	the	covers”,	as	she	says.	Then	Mara	
read	each	one	on	her	own.	This	summer,	I	
bought	her	the	latest	one	in	the	form	of	a	
script,	Harry	Potter	and	the	Cursed	Child.	She	
read	the	introduction	while	waiting	in	line,	and	
shouted	out,	“Oh	my	god,	he’s	28	years	old	
now!	He’s	married!	He	has	three	children!	Can	
you	believe	it?”

Reading	aloud	to	students	has	always	been	a	
part	of	an	effective	teacher’s	program,	but	with	
the	explosion	of	Canadian	picture	books,	
poetry	and	folktale	collections,	classroom	read-
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aloud	events	became	almost	the	norm,	with	
Robert	Munsch	leading	the	way.	Children	
began	to	recognize	authors’	or	illustrators’	
styles	from	experiencing	several	books	in	a	
series.	Authors’	web	sites	opened	up	virtual	
interactions	with	authors	internationally.	
Hurray	for	David	Bouchard	and	his	beautiful	
books	celebrating	Indigenous	People.	For	ten	
years	I	was	part	of	a	group	of	educators	who	
presented	week-long	courses	on	children’s	
literature	at	different	universities	in	the	United	
States,	and	our	resident	authors	were	Steven	
Kellogg	and	Gordon	Korman.	

Middle-years	students	are	often	using	novels	
or	non-fiction	as	reading	resources,	but	having	
the	whole	class	reading	the	same	text	is	no	
longer	favoured	by	most	school	districts.	In	the	
last	few	years,	literature	circles,	or	book	clubs,	
have	dominated	reading	programs,	where	small	
groups	of	students	read	and	discuss	a	novel	
they	have	selected	from	a	large	bank	of	books,	
and	through	their	interactive	conversations,	
they	come	to	better	understand	the	issues	and	
characters	inside	the	shared	novel	each	group	is	
reading.	I	have	observed	truly	authentic	
discussions	in	student-led	book	groups	around	
The	Breadwinner,	or	Silverwing,	or	The	Sky	Is	
Falling.

Independent	reading	still	thrives	in	many	
classrooms.	Thus	the	market	for	trade	books	for	
students	in	these	years	is	expanding	daily.	
Programs	such	as	The	Forest	of	Reading	
motivate	thousands	of	students	into	reading	
Canadian	books	from	the	suggested	lists.	But	
the	struggle	to	maintain	school	(and	public)	
libraries	is	never	ending.	Hurray	for	authors,	
illustrators,	librarians,	teachers,	and	publishers	
who	continue	to	enrich	children’s	literary	lives.

Reading	Screens
As	someone	said,	“You	can	type	the	letter	“o”,	
but	when	you	write	an	“o”,	you	sense	roundness.	
But	technology	is	ubiquitous,	and	I	write	this	
talk	on	a	Mac.	Some	of	us	will	always	want	to	
hold	a	book	or	a	magazine	or	a	newspaper	

when	we	read;	others	appreciate	the	ease	and	
flexibility	of	an	e-text.	For	young	children	who	
may	play	with	an	iPad,	most	still	enjoy	the	
comfort	of	their	own	book	versions,	and	I	
compare	that	experience	to	the	need	for	a	
Teddy	Bear	or	a	“blankie”.	Tactile	senses	matter	
some	of	the	time—the	paper,	the	font,	the	
margins,	the	white	space.	But	I	am	now	
concerned	with	what	is	on	the	screen	or	the	
page,	along	with	the	student’s	response.	

A	few	years	ago,	as	part	of	a	research	project,	
I	was	working	with	a	grade	seven	all-boys	class	
in	Timmins,	Ontario,	who	were	being	
introduced	to	the	excitement	of	an	
experimental	class	set	of	iPads.	I	had	paid	
permission	fees	for	six	novels	to	be	read	on	
screen,	and	the	project	chair	had	chosen	The	
Hunger	Games,	a	year	before	the	media	blitz,	as	
one	of	the	choices.	I	had	imagined	the	boys	
choosing	an	onscreen	novel	from	the	selection,	
but	they	all	asked	to	read	The	Hunger	Games,	
and	so	we	proceeded.	After	one	week,	the	
principal	told	me	that	he	had	begun	receiving	
calls	from	parents	asking	why	the	school	had	
ordered	the	students	to	buy	the	next	two	books	
in	the	series.	It	seemed	the	boys	had	fully	
entered	this	dystopian	adventure	world,	and	
those	novels,	on	screen	and	in	print,	had	
become	the	driving	force	in	their	literacy	lives.	
We	couldn’t	stop	them	reading.

Writing	for	Real
As	the	years	passed,	I	began	writing	and	editing	
my	own	books,	supported	by	the	rich	literature	
diet	of	books	for	children	that	I	had	discovered	
in	Canada.	Kids	Can	Press	helped	me	to	
develop	‘Til	All	the	Stars	Have	Fallen,	a	
collection	of	Canadian	poems	for	children	
illustrated	by	Kady	MacDonald	Denton,	
followed	by	Dr.	Knickerbocker	illustrated	by	
Maryann	Kovalski,	and	The	Dust	Bowl	
illustrated	by	Karen	Reczuch.	My	appreciation	
of	this	art	form	grew	exponentially	with	the	
realization	of	the	work	that	goes	into	creating	
the	miracle	of	the	32-page	picture	book.	I	am	

https://www.amazon.ca/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Kady+MacDonald+Denton&search-alias=books-ca
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here	today	because	of	my	editors	on	all	my	
projects.	Learn	to	love	your	editors;	their	only	
goal	is	to	make	your	work	better.	Sharon	
Jennings,	Stanley	Skinner,	Kate	Revington,	
Wendy	Cochran,	Terri	Carleton,	David	Kilgour	
and	a	dozen	more	are	my	friends	for	life.	A	
book,	like	a	movie,	is	a	collaborative	effort.	I	
respect	all	of	the	team	that	lifts	my	writing.	I	
am	so	fortunate	to	have	stumbled	into	
publishers	who	helped	me	carve	a	niche	for	my	
work—Stanly	Skinner,	Mary	Macchiusi,	Wendy	
Cochran,	Pat	Lashmar,	Maggie	Goh.	I	was	
crossing	the	border	to	the	States	recently,	when	
the	customs	officer	asked	me	what	I	did	for	a	
living,	and	I	replied	that	I	was	a	literacy	teacher.	
He	said,	“What’s	that?”	I	explained	that	I	
taught	teachers	about	teaching	reading.	He	
shouted,	“Reading!	That’s	only	for	rich	people!”	
But	we	know	a	bigger	truth:	that	reading	is	a	
passport	to	a	better	world	for	everyone,	on	
screen,	on	paper,	and	sometimes,	on	walls.

How	Poetry	Survives	is	a	Miracle
I	remember	being	at	a	lunch	thirty	or	so	years	
ago	with	three	British	educational	authorities	
who	were	nearing	retirement.	To	a	person,	they	
revealed	that	all	they	wanted	to	do	in	their	
remaining	days	in	schools	was	to	read	poems	to	
children.	They	were	caught	by	the	power	of	the	
few	words	called	a	poem	that	expand	and	
explode	like	Jack’s	magic	beans,	and	now	I	am	
in	a	similar	place.	I	find	myself	inside	the	
poetry	cupboard,	with	so	much	to	share,	and	so	
little	time.	Many	novels	for	young	people	are	
being	written	in	free	verse,	and	this	blending	of	
modes	offers	a	different	way	of	reading,	where	
cadence	and	line	length	and	shape	present	new	
opportunities	for	the	narrative	to	grab	the	
emotions.	Caroline	Pignat’s	Egghead	is	a	
beautiful	example	of	a	free	verse	novel.	When	
Jean	Little	brought	her	shoe	box	filled	with	the	
poems	she	had	written	over	the	years,	to	see	if	
they	were	worth	publishing,	I	showed	them	to	
Kids	Can	Press	and	Jean	published	her	book	
Hey	World,	Here	I	Am!	Save	your	work	in	a	shoe	

box	or	a	carton.	I	did,	and	used	many	of	the	
poems	from	my	collection	in	Head	to	Toe	

Spaghetti!	Revisit	it.	Repurpose	it.	Rejoice	in	
the	memories	of	creating!

The	Courage	to	Create
Almost	thirty	years	ago,	I	had	the	good	fortune	
of	developing	the	book	Writers	on	Writing,	a	
guide	to	writing	and	illustrating	children’s	
books,	with	contributions	at	the	time	by	the	
who’s	who	of	Canadian	writers,	illustrators,	
publishers	and	editors—Ted	Harrison,	Ian	
Wallace,	Jean	Little,	Janet	Lunn,	Monica	
Hughes,	Valerie	Hussey,	Kathy	Lowinger,	just	to	
name	a	few.	And	this	CANSCAIP	conference	
today	carries	on	the	mandate	for	supporting	
and	encouraging	all	of	us	to	continue	the	
struggle	for	creating	a	heritage	for	our	children,	
for	offering	them	words	and	ideas	and	visuals	
and	songs	that	embody	the	best	of	our	dreams	
for	their	futures,	for	enriching	their	
imaginations,	their	global	understandings,	
their	appreciation	of	written	and	visual	art,	
their	power	as	language	users	and	language	
makers,	their	connections	to	our	country,	their	
sense	of	becoming	a	literate	and	caring	
citizenry.	All	of	you	here	today	matter	to	our	
children,	to	our	parents,	to	our	schools,	to	our	
country.

DAVID	BOOTH	is	a	renowned	educator	at	the	

Ontario	Institute	for	Studies	in	Education	

(OISE)	at	the	University	of	Toronto,	and	a	

program	consultant	for	Scholastic’s	Timeline	

graphic	novel	series.	He	is	the	author	of	books	

for	educators	and	parents,	as	well	as	many	

award-winning	books	for	children,	including	

The	Dust	Bowl	(illustrated	by	Karen	Reczuch)	
and	‘Til	All	the	Stars	Have	Fallen	(illustrated	by	
Kady	MacDonald	Denton),	both	published	by	

Kids	Can	Press.
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Lampposts	Lighting	Up	Literacy:
Vancouver’s	READING	LIGHTS	Project	
By	Norma	Charles

Walk	a	four-year-old	along	any	street	and	listen	
to	them	read	the	signs:	STOP,	DANGER.	And,	
as	we	all	know,	they	can	pick	out	McDonald`s	
golden	arches	from	blocks	
away.	It	was	this	predilection	
kids	have	for	reading	their	
surroundings	that	gave	Vi	
Hughes	her	marvellous	idea.	
Why	not	fill	their	environments	
with	kid-friendly	signs	and	
reading	opportunities?	

Vi	Hughes	is	an	educator	
from	way	back,	a	former	
elementary	school	principal,	
and	the	author	of	several	
picture	books.	Her	mission	is	
early	literacy.	She’s	passionate	
about	kids	learning	to	read.	She	
knows	that	once	children	have	
learned	to	read,	the	world	of	
books	will	be	their	oyster.	And	
what	better	way	is	there	to	do	this	than	with	
kids’	books?	Especially	kids’	books	written	and	
illustrated	by	local	authors	and	illustrators.

Energized	by	her	marvellous	idea,	she	went	
to	the	most	natural	place,	the	local	book-
peddler,	also	known	as	the	Vancouver	Public	
Library.	How	would	they	feel,	she	asked,	about	
placing	some	print	for	children	into	public	
spaces?	As	it	happened,	the	library	was	just	
completing	a	project	called	Literary	Landmarks	
that	places	plaques	around	the	city	to	show	
where	famous	Canadian	authors	have	worked	
and	lived.	Sandra	Singh,	Chief	Librarian,	
suggested	something	like	this	could	be	tried	for	
young	children.	And	voila!	The	Reading	Lights	
project	was	born.	

Picture	this!	Durable	metal	plaques,	7	
inches	by	24	inches	(18	cm.	by	61	cm.),	are	
installed	on	lampposts	throughout	the	city.	

Each	plaque	is	imprinted	with	a	colourful	
illustration	and	an	excerpt	from	a	BC	kids’	
book.	The	plaques	look	like	a	page	from	the	
book.	There’s	also	information	about	checking	
out	the	book	from	the	library	or	even	
purchasing	it	from	your	local	bookseller.	So	as	
kids	walk	along	the	street,	searching	their	
surroundings	as	kids	do,	one	of	the	things	they	

see	are	invitations	to	read	good	
books!
				This	joint	project	between	
the	Vancouver	Public	Library	
and	CWILL	BC	(Children’s	
Writers	and	Illustrators	of	BC)	
celebrates	BC	authored	and	
illustrated	kids	books	as	well	as	
providing	children	with	
excellent	reading	material	on	
the	streets.	It’s	a	project	other	
library	boards	may	well	wish	to	
emulate.
				Last	year,	in	2015,	20	picture	
books	were	chosen	to	be	
displayed.	“A	difficult	choice,”	
Vi	says,	since	there	were	almost	

100	submissions.	The	first	set	of	Reading	Lights	
was	launched	in	January,	2016.	The	selected	
titles	and	a	map	of	where	the	plaques	are	
installed	can	be	found	on	the	library	website,	
www.vpl.ca/ReadingLights.

This	year,	20	more	titles	have	been	chosen,	
this	time	to	include	longer	picture	books	and	
also	early	chapter	books.	In	future	years,	more	
titles	will	be	chosen	to	include	a	variety	of	
books	for	children	so	that,	eventually,	the	
plaques	throughout	the	city	will	reflect	the	
reading	and	interest	levels	of	young	children.	
The	city	and	parks	board	have	given	permission	
to	install	the	plaques	on	lampposts	near	parks,	
schools,	playgrounds,	libraries,	and	beaches	–
venues	where	families	often	congregate.	

Families	can	visit	the	plaques,	but	it`s	also	
hoped	that	teachers	will	organize	mini-field	
trips	to	view	close-by	plaques	with	their	
students.	When	they	return	to	their	classroom,	

http://www.vpl.ca/ReadingLights
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they	can	find	more	information	about	the	
book,	and	its	author	and	illustrator	as	well.	This	
has	already	happened	many	times.	For	
example,	after	a	serendipitous	sighting	of	the	
plaque	celebrating	the	book	How	to	Build	Your	

Own	Country	by	Valerie	Wyatt,	illustrated	by	
Karen	Fredericks,	a	teacher	and	her	excited	
class	went	on	to	discover	more	about	the	book	
and	its	contents.

To	fund	the	project,	donations	have	been	
made	from	members	of	the	public,	as	well	as	
from	interested	organizations	such	as	CWILL	
BC	and	Vancouver	Children’s	Literature	
Roundtable.

This	is	a	project	where	everyone	wins:	it’s	
excellent	PR	for	the	Public	Library;	local	
authors,	illustrators,	and	publishers	have	their	
books	publicly	displayed	and	celebrated;	and	
booksellers	will	sell	more	local	books.	But	the	
real	winners	of	the	Reading	Lights	project	are	
kids	who	are	learning	to	read,	and	will	be	able	
see	their	own	world	reflected	in	the	wonderful	
plaques.

Thanks	Vi!	Thanks	on	behalf	of	authors	and	
illustrators	and	publishers	and	book	sellers.	
And	thanks,	especially,	on	behalf	of	kids	who	
are	on	the	momentous	journey	to	becoming	
readers	and	plunging	into	the	exhilarating	
world	of	books.	

For	more	information	about	Vancouver’s	
Reading	Lights	project	check	out	the	library	
website.	www.vpl.ca/Readinglights.	And	you	
might	want	to	think	about	starting	a	Reading	
Lights	project	in	your	neighbourhood.

NORMA	CHARLES	

is	a	former	teacher/

librarian	and	the	

author	of	many	

books	for	children.	

The	latest	is	Last	
Chance	Island,	just	
out	with	Ronsdale.

http://www.vpl.ca/Readinglights
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Changing the World
A	“Welcome	Neighbours”	Event
By	Lisa	Dalrymple

Never	doubt	that	a	small	group	of	concerned	
CANSCAIPers	can	change	the	world.	On	
September	17ÖÜ	2016,	nine	children’s	authors	
from	the	Guelph	and	Centre	Wellington	area	
came	together	with	representatives	of	the	
Upper	Grand	District	School	Board	(UGDSB),	
political	dignitaries	and	family	liaison	groups	to	
welcome	to	Canada	newcomers	from	Syria.

The	“Welcome	Neighbours”	event	was	an	
idea	conceived	by	Eric	Walters	who	began	
planning	in	March	of	2016	during	a	visit	with	
Guelph	MP,	Lloyd	Longfield.	They	discussed	
the	fact	that	approximately	30	Syrian	refugee	
families	had	already	arrived	in	Guelph	and	that	
the	community	was	expecting	another	60	by	
the	end	of	the	year.	Eric	wanted	local	children’s	
writers	to	work	with	the	city	to	extend	a	special	
welcome	to	its	newest	residents	and	it	didn’t	
take	long	before	a	large	number	of	other	“kind,	
caring,	compassionate	people”	became	
involved.

Bonnie	Talbot,	the	UGDSB’s	Superintendent	
of	Education,	was	an	enthusiastic	partner	in	
coordinating	the	event	held	at	Westwood	
Public	School	six	months	later.	Orca	Book

Back	row:	Werner	Zimmermann,	Eric	Walters	(centre),	

Lisa	Dalrymple,	Kira	Vermond,	Janet	Wilson;	Middle	row:	

Kathy	Stinson	(left	of	centre),	Jo	Ellen	Bogart	(on	right);	

Front	row:	Robert	Munsch	(kneeling);	Missing:	Jean	Little.	

Photo	by	Heather	Loney,	UGDSB

Publishers	expedited	the	release	of	Margriet	
Ruurs’	book	Stepping	Stones:	A	Refugee	
Family’s	Journey,	inspired	and	illustrated	by	
Syrian	artist	Nizar	Ali	Badr’s	evocative	stone	
artwork.	The	early	release	enabled	the	
publisher	to	ship	out	100	copies	of	the	book	to	
be	given	as	a	meaningful	gift	to	each	family	and	
presenter	at	the	event.

Many	more	books	were	donated	by	the	
Ontario	Library	Association	and	the	publishers	
of	the	attending	authors	such	as	Annick	Press,	
Creative	Book	Publishing,	Owlkids,	Penguin	
Random	House	and	Scholastic.	First	Book	
Canada	donated	over	600	books	while	TD	Bank	
paid	for	the	cost	of	delivering	such	a	heavy	
shipment.	Robert	Munsch	arrived	with	Arabic	
translations	of	some	of	his	best-loved	works	
which	delighted	all	the	children—and	many	of	
the	adults—in	attendance.	Over	1000	books	
were	contributed	in	total	and	each	child	
received	a	literary	loot	bag	to	take	home—a	
collection	of	books	selected	specifically	for	
their	age	group.	

At	the	beginning	of	the	event,	presenters	
took	place	at	the	front	of	the	room	along	with	
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translator	Motaz	Nassif	and	Naia	Alkhaledi,	a	
high	school	student	in	a	headscarf	adorned	
with	red	maple	leaves.	CANSCAIPers	Eric	
Walters,	Robert	Munsch,	Jean	Little,	Kathy	
Stinson,	Jo	Ellen	Bogart,	Werner	Zimmermann,	
Janet	Wilson,	Kira	Vermond	and	Lisa	
Dalrymple,	along	with	other	presenters	such	as	
school	board	trustees	and	political	dignitaries	
Lloyd	Longfield	(MP	Guelph),	Liz	Sandals	
(MPP	Guelph),	and	Ted	Arnott	(MPP	
Wellington-Halton	Hills)	each	read	a	page	of	
Stepping	Stones.	The	Arabic	translations,	
written	by	Falah	Raheem,	were	then	read	from	
the	book	by	Naia.	

The	welcome	in	the	school	auditorium	was	
heartfelt	and	appreciated	especially	when	the	
children	surprised	the	readers	with	their	own	
special	thank	you	gift.	They	gathered	and	sang	
a	Middle	Eastern	song,	“Give	Us	a	Chance,”	
which	they	admirably	accomplished	in	Arabic,	
English	and	French.

The	mutual	caring	and	thanks	did	not	end	
on	that	Saturday	in	September.	The	ripple	this	
event	has	created	remains	evident.	The	sale	of	
Stepping	Stones	continues	to	raise	funds	for	
Syrian	refugees	
(www.steppingstonesthebook.com);	the	
UGDSB	is	promoting	the	book,	with	Orca	Book	
Publishers	contributing	$10	to	local	
resettlement	agencies	in	Guelph	for	each	copy	
sold	through	the	board	website	
(www.ugdsb.on.ca/community/article.aspx?
id=68406);	and	on	November	9ÖÜ,	when	
Dufferin	County	held	a	welcome	dinner	for	
another	group	of	newly-arrived	Syrian	families,	
Kira	Vermond	and	Lisa	Dalrymple	attended	
and	again	read	to	a	gathering	of	engaging	and	
inquisitive	young	newcomers.

Of	course,	we	should	never	doubt	that	a	
small	group	of	concerned	writers	can	change	
the	world.	When	they	stand	hand-in-hand	with	
children	and	their	communities,	is	there	ever	
any	question?

LISA	DALRYMPLE	is	

the	author	of	several	

fiction	and	non-

fiction	books	for	

children	including	

Skink	on	the	Brink,	A	
Moose	Goes	A-
Mummering,	and	Be	
the	Change	in	the	
World.	Her	first	novel	
Jungle	Jitters	is	due	to	
be	released	by	Orca	Book	Publishers	in	the	

spring	of	2017.

http://www.steppingstonesthebook.com
http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/community/article.aspx?id=68406
http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/community/article.aspx?id=68406


CANSCAIP	NEWS 31 WINTER	2016/2017

PACKAGING
YOUR	PERSEVERANCE
“Writer	in	the	Works”
by	Tiffany	Short

November	19ÖÜ	marked	the	32ⁿÑ	annual	
Packaging	Your	Imagination	conference,	and	
my	first	time	attending.	This	one	exciting	day	
summed	up	for	me	all	the	ways	I’d	been	
learning	to	be	a	writer.

Back	in	the	1990s,	when	Sylvia	McNicoll	
gave	a	presentation	at	my	school,	I	wasn’t	one	
of	the	students	chosen	to	attend;	I	believe	the	
teacher	only	offered	the	workshop	to	those	in	
whom	he	saw	a	spark	and	apparently	that	
wasn’t	me.	But	I	have	always	been	a	passionate	
reader,	and	despite	that	disappointment,	I	
dabbled	in	writing	without	believing	I’d	ever	be	
published.	Two	decades	later	I	made	the	
decision	to	start	attending	my	local	library’s	
circle	of	writers.	Then,	with	the	encouragement	
of	an	author	friend,	I	nervously	wrote	Sylvia	
McNicoll	a	message	over	Goodreads.	

Sylvia	suggested	applying	for	the	mentorship	
program	at	CSARN	(Canadian	Seniors	Artists	
Resource	Network)	which	would	give	me	ten	
months	of	personal	coaching.	

I	was	immediately	accepted	and	over	the	
past	nine	months	Sylvia	and	I	have	worked	on	
the	craft,	discussed	the	industry,	and	facilitated	
workshops	via	my	local	library.	She	provided	
encouragement	and	suggestions	to	improve	my	
shorter	works,	as	well	as	my	novel.	

With	increased	confidence	(thank	you	Sylvia	
and	CSARN)	I	have	started	editing	for	local	
writers,	writing	short	stories	and	blog	posts,	
and	working	on	my	first	novel.	Recently	Sylvia	
encouraged	me	to	attend	the	CANSCAIP	
Packaging	Your	Imagination	conference	at	the	
Li	Ka	Shing	Knowledge	Institute	in	Toronto.	It	
turned	out	to	be	an	inspiring	day.	

Ashley	Spires	opened	the	conference	with	a	
keynote	speech	about	insecurity.	What	a	way	to			

kick	off	the	day!	Ashley	shared	her	own	doubts	
as	a	creator,	the	constant	threat	of	“not-good-
enoughs”.	She	spoke	about	how	she	powered	
through	the	doubt	to	create	work	that	“didn’t	
have	to	be	good	enough”,	it	just	had	to	make	
her	laugh.	I	am	grateful	for	such	candidness;	as	
an	emerging	writer,	I	suffer	from	imposter	
syndrome.	

Ashley	Spires,	photo	by	Joyce	Grant

What	resonated	with	me	from	Lee	Edward	
Födi’s	session	was	his	message	to	“cultivate	a	
creative	life	by	engaging	in	various	imaginative	
activities”.	Personally,	I	am	taken	with	several	
creative	outlets.

Next,	I	listened	to	Jacqueline	Guest	discuss	
Channelling	Our	Ghosts:	Creating	Historical	
Fiction	for	YA	Readers.	Her	session	provided	
insight	into	how	to	get	published,	the	inclusion	
of	the	five	senses	in	writing,	and	the	
importance	of	pacing.	My	interest	in	education	
was	piqued	when	Jacqueline	mentioned	that	a	
pitch	showing	how	one’s	work	connects	to	
curriculum	can	be	of	benefit.	So	logical	and	
useful.

At	lunch,	it	was	great	to	have	the	
opportunity	to	check	out	the	books	by	the	
facilitators	of	these	sessions	at	the	Mabel’s	
Fables	setup.	It	was	difficult	to	decide	between	
such	an	array	of	talent,	but	I	somehow	
managed.	The	entanglement	of	people	waiting	
to	purchase	work	by	the	authors	rivalled	that	of	
the	bathroom	and	the	lunch	tables,	the	
network	is	that	supportive.	The	people	of	
CANSCAIP	are	so	encouraging.	Also	during	the	
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hour	lunch,	Theo	Heras	presented		IBBY	Hans	
Christian	Andersen	certificates	to	Kenneth	
Oppel	and	Teresa	Toten.	Congratulations!

Diverse	experiences	with	publishing	were	
represented	at	the	Breaking	In	Panel,	which	
reflected	the	main	idea	that	there	is	no	one	
solution	to	breaking	into	the	industry.	Also,	the	
group	addressed	the	importance	of	being	
persistent,	reiterating	Ashley	Spires’	keep	
trying!	They	ended	their	session	with	each	
holding	up	a	suggestion—“Polished	
Manuscript”,	“Try	Everything”,	“Reading	and	
Networking”,	“Research	and	Organization”.	

Breaking	in	Panel,	photo	by	Lena	Coakley

My	last	session	was	Novel	Revision	by	Anne	
Laurel	Carter.	She	spoke	to	the	importance	of	
getting	a	draft	down—revision	can’t	happen	
until	the	draft	happens.	“The	draft	can	be	
shitty!”	she	assured	us.		Just	knowing	that	can	
unblock	people	who	are	dealing	with	doubt.	

The	impact	of	the	final	keynote	was	
palpable.	David	Booth	used	humour	and	
emotional	tales	to	share	his	passion	for	literacy	
and	literature.	He	bolstered	the	view	of	the	
library:	“It’s	about	life!”	He	spoke	of	the	trends	
in	school,	the	progress	of	classroom	books	and	
the	trajectory	of	reading.	He	harbours	no	
resentment	over	technology,	rather	encourages	
us	to	“love	all	of	it”.	David	Booth	was	given	a	
standing	ovation	from	everyone	in	the	
auditorium.	We	honoured	his	words,	his	work	
and	his	hope	for	the	future.

Publishing	Panel	with	Peter	Carver,	photo	by	Joyce	

Grant

I	am	grateful	for	all	the	people	with	whom	I	had	
the	opportunity	to	speak.	This	in	addition	to	
my	mentorship	will	help	me	feel	more	
confident	moving	forward	in	my	writing.	I	
already	feel	encouraged	to	continue	working	on	
my	craft,	and	not	let	the	doubts	win.	There	are	
many	ways	to	learn	something	new;	for	me,	I	
love	all	of	it.	

Editor’s	Note:	Want	a	mentor/Want	to	mentor?	
Check	out	CSARN.ca	mentorship	match.	Or	contact	
Deborah	Windsor	at	mentors@csarn.ca

http://csarn.ca/
mailto:mentors@csarn.ca
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To Market, To Market
by	Beth	Pollock

Please	note:	CANSCAIP	does	not	screen	literary	
agencies	or	publishers.	It	is	your	responsibility	
to	research	their	business	reputations	before	
signing	a	contract.	Reputable	agencies	and	
publishers	do	not	charge	for	reading,	editing	or	
publishing	manuscripts.

PUBLISHERS
Hot	Key	Books
Bonnier	Zaffre	Ltd,	80-81	Wimpole	St,	London	
UK	W1G	9RE
Website:	hotkeybooks.com	
Manuscript	submissions:	Hot	Key	publishes	
books	for	teens	and	YA	readers.	Send	your	
manuscript	along	with	a	full	synopsis	to	
enquiries@bonnierzaffre.co.uk

Flashlight	Press
527	Empire	Blvd.,	Brooklyn,	NY	11225,	USA
Website:	www.flashlightpress.com/	
Manuscript	submissions:	Flashlight	
publishes	only	PB	fiction.	Your	manuscript	
should	target	4-8	year-olds,	be	less	than	1000	
words,	have	a	universal	theme,	and	deal	with	
family	or	social	situations.	Please	submit	your	
form	via	the	authors.me	link	on	the	web	site:	
www.flashlightpress.com/
submissionguidelines.html.

Illustration	submissions:	Please	send	your	
URL	and	a	few	low-res	samples	to	
artsubmissions@FlashlightPress.com.

Flying	Eye	Books
27	Westgate	St,	London,	E83RL	UK
Website:	www.flyingeyebooks.com	
Manuscript	submissions:	Fling	Eye	is	
accepting	PBs	of	500-1000	words	and	
nonfiction	pieces	up	to	90	pages.	Email	
submissions	to	picturbksubs@nobrow.net	and	
include	synopsis	and	appropriate	character	
studies.	Illustrators	must	be	previously	
published.

Illustration	submissions:	Send	three	finished	
spreads	and	roughs	of	the	remainder	of	the	ms.

AGENTS
Melissa	Nasson
Rubin	Pfeffer	Content:	www.rpcontent.com
Melissa	Nasson	is	looking	for	PB,	MG	and	YA	
fiction	and	nonfiction.	Open	to	all	genres	with	
a	special	love	of	fantasy	and	scifi.	Enjoys	
unexpected	settings	and	a	good	romantic	angle.	
For	NF	Nasson	would	love	to	see	stories	that	
shed	light	on	untold	stories	from	history,	
particularly	featuring	marginalized	people.	
Send	inquiry	and	first	50	pages	as	.doc	or	.pdf	
to	Melissa@rpcontent.com.

Tracy	Marchini	
BookEnds:	bookendsliterary.com	
Looking	for	PB	material	that	is	laugh-out-loud	
funny	or	deliciously	dark,	and	MG	and	YA	mss.	
That	feature	underdogs,	strong	females,	and/or	
unreliable	narrators.	Particularly	interested	in	
ms.	that	present	diversity	of	characters.	Use	
submission	form	at	querymanager.com/query/
tmarchini.

Kira	Watson	
Emma	Sweeney:	
www.emmasweeneyagency.com
Particularly	interested	in	YA	and	MG	mss.	with	
strong	narrative	voice,	well-crafted	storylines	
and	memorable	characters.	Actively	seeking	
realistic	fiction,	speculative	fiction,	magic	
realism,	thriller/mystery,	horror,	fantasy,	and	
historical	fiction.	Stories	with	folklore	
elements,	complex	villians,	morally	enigmatic	
protagonists,	medieval	literary	influences,	and	
taboo	subjects	are	bound	to	catch	her	
attention.	Send	query	with	brief	cover	letter	
saying	how	you	learned	about	the	agency,	
previous	writing	credits,	and	a	few	lines	about	
yourself	to	queries@emmesweeneyagency.com.	
Paste	your	first	ten	pages	into	the	body	of	the	
email.	

http://hotkeybooks.com
mailto:enquiries@bonnierzaffre.co.uk
http://www.flashlightpress.com/
http://www.flashlightpress.com/submissionguidelines.html
http://www.flashlightpress.com/submissionguidelines.html
mailto:artsubmissions@FlashlightPress.com
http://www.flyingeyebooks.com
mailto:picturbksubs@nobrow.net
http://www.rpcontent.com
mailto:Melissa@rpcontent.com
http://bookendsliterary.com
https://querymanager.com/query/tmarchini
https://querymanager.com/query/tmarchini
http://www.emmasweeneyagency.com
mailto:queries@emmesweeneyagency.com
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BUSINESS	BRIEFS
WRITING	WORKSHOP:	ANNE	LAUREL	CARTER	
will	host	picture	book	workshops	Sunday	
afternoons	starting	January	8th.	Contact	Anne	
for	more	details:	annelaurelcarter@rogers.com.
She	will	also	instruct	Writing	for	Children	at	
the	University	of	Toronto	SCS	(downtown)	
Saturdays	starting	in	April.	Workshop	with	
other	writers	as	you	study	and	acquire	tools	to	
draft	and	polish	a	successful	picture	book,	
middle	grade	or	YA	novel.	Check	out:	
learn.utoronto.ca.	See	also	
www.annelaurelcarter.com

BOOK	TRAILERS:	Bring	your	stories	to	life	for	
your	prospective	readers	with	a	book	trailer.	
Videographer	Tim	Clark	will	create	a	
professional,	1	to	3	minute	trailer	for	a	story	in	
any	genre.	Watch	his	trailer	for	The	Choice	by	
Kathy	Clark	which	was	named	video	of	the	
week	on	the	Open	Book	website.	Contact	Tim	
at	tim@studiomograph.com.

IS	YOUR	MAC	HOLDING	YOU	BACK?	If	you’re	
not	comfortable	with	your	Apple	computer,	
your	writing	software	and	your	file	system,	
you’re	probably	wasting	valuable	creative	time	
and	energy.	Rob	Morphy	can	help	you	relax	
and	get	writing.	One-on-one,	in	home	(central	
Toronto	for	now)	Apple	therapy.	Get	back	to	
work!	Contact	Rob	at	rsmorphy@gmail.com.

TED	
STAUNTON	
leads	Writing	
Children’s	
Fiction	
courses	I	
and	II	this	
winter,	
Tuesday	and	
Thursday	
evenings	
beginning	in	
mid	January.	

Classes	are	held	at	Mabel’s	Fables	bookstore.	
Writing	I	surveys	all	genres	of	kid	lit.	Writing	II	
is	a	workshop	for	experienced	writers.	Click	the	
links	below	for	the	George	Brown	College	
Continuing	Ed	website:	https://writing-
children-s-fiction-i/	or	https://writing-
children-s-fiction-ii/

VISITING	CREATORS:	Librarians	and	teachers	
interested	in	having	author,	illustrator	and	
performer	visits	can	check	members’	pages	on	
the	CANSCAIP	website	at	www.canscaip.org.

FREELANCE	EDITOR:	Kathryn	Cole,	former	
children’s	book	publisher	at	Oxford	University	
Press	and	Stoddart	Kids,	and	more	recently	
Editorial	Director	at	Tundra	Books,	is	now	
working	as	a	free-lance	consultant	and	editor.	
She	can	be	reached	at	kcole21@gmail.com.

MANUSCRIPT	EVALUATION	and	COACHING:		
Written	a	first	draft	and	need	feedback?	Need	a	
line-by-line	edit?	Completed	an	outline,	a	first	
chapter	and	a	last	chapter,	but	don’t	know	
where	to	go	from	there?	Playing	with	a	half-
written	manuscript	that	you’re	not	sure	merits	
your	continued	efforts?	If	your	manuscript	is	
aimed	at	a	child	or	teen	audience	and	you’re	
looking	for	some	honest	and	practical	
feedback,	Susan	Hughes	can	help.	Get	in	
touch	with	her	at	susanhughes@sympatico.ca	
or	refer	to	her	website	for	more	information:	
www.susanhughes.ca.

SEMINARS:	For	information	about	PWAC	
(Professional	Writers	Association	of	Canada)’s	
2015-2016	seminars	on	freelance	writing	see	
www.networds.ca. 

mailto:annelaurelcarter@rogers.com
http://learn.utoronto.ca
http://www.annelaurelcarter.com
mailto:tim@studiomograph.com
mailto:rsmorphy@gmail.com
https://coned.georgebrown.ca/courses-and-certificates/writing-children-s-fiction-i/
https://coned.georgebrown.ca/courses-and-certificates/writing-children-s-fiction-i/
https://coned.georgebrown.ca/courses-and-certificates/writing-children-s-fiction-ii/
https://coned.georgebrown.ca/courses-and-certificates/writing-children-s-fiction-ii/
http://www.canscaip.org.
mailto:kcole21@gmail.com
mailto:susanhughes@sympatico.ca
http://www.susanhughes.ca/
http://www.networds.ca
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